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BY MANU KUMASI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Last week, on a frigid early Tuesday morn-
ing, handfuls of people began to gather just east 
of 4th Street in Washington, D.C. Th ey counted 
down for what seemed like an eternity until the 
moment they would hear president-elect Barack 
Obama take the oath to become the 44th presi-
dent of the United States of America.
Barack Obama’s speech would echo off  build-
ings surrounding the National Mall, travel past 
the Washington Monument and pierce the ears 
of Abraham Lincoln’s memorial statue. How-
ever, what was more intriguing that day was the 
spirit of the estimated two million people who 
braved the cold weather to get a glimpse at their 
new president.
For those not holding tickets (the vast major-
ity of audience members), the closest one could 
stand was about fi ve blocks away from the Capi-
tol building. From this point, those on Capitol 
Hill were nearly unrecognizable to the naked 
eye but to earn one of these precious spots on 
the Mall, arriving early was necessary. Even at 
3 a.m., there was a sense of community within 
those who had showed up early to stake out their 
spot. 
To fi ght off  the cold, youngsters played tag, 
couples snuggled under blankets and the “more 
experienced” of the crowd sang a cappella, rang-
ing from Bruce Springsteen to Slick Rick. Most 
interacted with people outside of their own 
group in what seemed like a concerted eff ort to 
bond with fellow citizens.
With temperatures in the lower 30s that day, 
some creative citizens went to great lengths to 
keep warm. Joshua Owens, a student of George 
Mason University in D.C., built a shanty out of 
cardboard boxes left by the inaugural commit-
BY MICHEAL WURSTHORN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Disgraced former Baruch 
employee, Carolyn Privette, had a 
rocky start to her trial on Th ursday, 
Jan. 21.
In her fi rst court appearance 
since her Dec. 16 arraignment, 
Privette seemed anxious as her 
defense failed to fi le an appropriate 
motion for a restitution agreement. 
Justice Ronald Zweibel was without 
paperwork showing Privette’s 
intentions for repayment of the 
stolen funds but her attorney 
assured the court that the motion 
would be fi led by her next 
appearance on Th ursday, Feb. 26.
Th e former assistant director 
of the student services accounting 
unit could face jail time as she is 
being charged with grand larceny 
in the second degree with 10 counts 
of falsifying business records in 
the fi rst degree. Her grand larceny 
charge puts the total amount stolen 
to at least $50,000 from Baruch.
Privette’s demise began 
last summer when Baruch’s 
vice-president of fi nance and 
administration, Johanna D’Aleo, 
was notifi ed of an irregularity in the 
sequence of receipts coming out of 
the Student Services Accounting 
Unit.
As the assistant director of the 
student services accounting unit, 
Privette had the access to siphon 
funds from Lexicon, discounted 
movie tickets and cap and gown 
payments. Th ese student-focused 
programs usually involved cash 
transactions, allowing Privette to 
pocket the money while issuing a 
fake receipt. 
Privette shocked many after 
her fi ring, including Director of 
Student Life Carl Aylman. In a 
previous interview, Aylman said, 
“I  knew  her as a student too, so it’s 
very disappointing. Had somebody 
asked me to give a reference on 
Carolyn before this happened, I 
would have given her a glowing 
reference.”
Aylman speculated that her 
restitution could, in part, be covered 
by the money she paid into her 
retirement package while working 
at Baruch for the past 11 years.
Since her fi ring, former 
bookkeeper Loran Brown has 
assumed Privette’s responsibilities 
as the assistant director. D’Aleo 
expressed concern over this 
situation repeating itself in the future 
explaining that the responsibilities 
Privette handled would be split 
among two positions.
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150 members of  ?
CUNY community 
gather to watch and 
discuss Obama’s big 
day 
BY SABRINA SMITH
USG CORRESPONDENT
Following close on the heels of 
the celebration of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s birthday, the public 
can look to immortalize yet anoth-
er day in history: the inauguration 
of President-elect Barack Hussein 
Obama. 
Members of the School of Pub-
lic Aff airs and Dean David Birdsell 
hosted the Presidential Inaugura-
tion Viewing Party on Jan. 20 in the 
Multipurpose Room in the Vertical 
Campus, inviting the college com-
munity to take part in the momen-
tous occasion.
About 150 students, professors, 
Baruch alumni and invited guests 
had the opportunity to witness the 
44th president of the United States 
taking position in his new line of 
work in the space provided by the 
Offi  ce of Student Life.
“SPA began hosting public view-
ing events last fall for the presiden-
tial debates,” said Birdsell. “It was 
interesting to see a gifted speaker 
address the nation in crisis at a 
pivotal moment in history, while 
having the opportunity to come to-
gether as a community to discuss 
what we saw.”
Th e event was organized with 
the assistance of professors Doug-
las Muzzio and Barbara Fife.
Birdsell introduced the program 
by recognizing the presence of Ba-
ruch President Kathleen Waldron 
and the Baruch deans and pro-
ceeded to focus the audience to the 
broadcast of the inaugural event.  
As the countdown to the presi-
dential inauguration began, many 
guests were eager to watch this 
valuable moment of change, with 
small discussions ranging from  ex-
pectations of Obama’s presidency 
and what should be changed to 
concur with the people’s needs.
Karen Krosney, a Baruch alum-
na from the class of ’91 said, “I 
wanted to be around a great group 
of individuals to celebrate this ex-
citing event.”
 When the clock hit noon, the 
audience applauded after view-
ing the induction of the new com-
mander-in-chief. 
“It was a great experience to 
see an African-American president 
come into offi  ce,” said freshman 
Sean Barrett. “It gives me confi -
dence as an African-American my-
self to strive for the best.”
Following the inaugural ad-
dress, Birdsell and Muzzio led a 
discussion that focused on the re-
actions to specifi c parts of Obama’s 
speech.
“It was more than a speech — it 
was literature,” said Eugene Sher-
man of the department of econom-
ics and fi nance.
Others commented with heart-
felt opinions on how Obama in-
tends to assist the people during 
these diffi  cult times and how this 
new presidency is prominent in the 
historic eff orts of the human rights 
movement.
News
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Celebrating
inauguration
on campus 
BY MEGAN LAW 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
According to eNews, Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein has initiated an 
eff ort to create a new CUNY com-
munity college in order to address 
the city’s growing need for New 
Yorkers with community college 
degrees.
In his message, Goldstein ex-
plained that an online survey was 
distributed to obtain the sugges-
tions and opinions of the CUNY 
community. Ultimately, more than 
150 faculty and staff  members re-
plied. Meetings were organized and 
attended by CUNY community col-
lege presidents, provosts, faculty, 
as well as by educators, researchers 
and business professionals outside 
of CUNY.
Th e electronic newsletter also 
showed that John Mogulescu, the 
senior university dean for aca-
demic aff airs and CUNY’s dean of 
the school of professional studies, 
headed the planning aspect of the 
initiative. A steering committee 
of CUNY leaders and an advisory 
board of nationally renowned edu-
cations and researchers assisted 
Mogulescu and his team. Together, 
they developed a draft concept pa-
per.
In eNews, Goldstein stated, “My 
charge to Dean Mogulescu and his 
team was to develop a bold and 
imaginative plan, one that would 
reimagine community college edu-
cation from the ground up. I believe 
that the team’s response to this 
charge is impressive and thought-
provoking.”
Th e “New Community Concept 
Paper” intends to address the star-
tling statistic that only “11 percent 
of full-time freshman enrolled in 
CUNY associate degree programs 
graduate within three years, with 
about a quarter of the entering 
cohort still enrolled.” It suggests a 
full-time enrollment requirement, 
at least for the fi rst year.
In addition, the “New Commu-
nity Concept Paper” states that the 
institution’s theme “will structure 
fi rst-year program curricula and it 
will inform the college’s mission to 
connect the new college with city’s 
public institutions, private fi rms, 
cultural organizations, unions and 
other organizations in order to cre-
ate and maintain internships and 
fi eld placements related to student 
coursework.” Th e college’s offi  ce of 
partnerships will manage this task. 
Th e concept paper also asserted 
that “the planning team will recom-
mend that, at the outset, the new 
college off er no more than 10 to 12 
programs of study and that articu-
lation agreements with baccalaure-
ate programs be established prior 
to the opening of the college.”
According to the “New College 
Community Concept Paper,” there 
will be a fi rst-year core curriculum 
as well that consists of full-time at-
tendance of 22 hours a week and 
three blocks. Each block will last 
for fi ve weeks and will include a 
city seminar, a professional studies 
course and a mathematics course.
Th e second- and third-year pro-
grams will encourage students to 
focus on their majors and attend 
full-time. Each eight-week course 
will focus on fi eld internship and 
an additional liberal arts course or 
clinical studies.
Th e majors that will be off ered 
include nursing, surgical tech-
nology, environmental technol-
ogy, energy services management, 
earth and environmental studies, 
information studies, geographic 
information systems, supply chain 
management, community health 
worker, disabilities studies, urban 
education and urban studies.
Ultimately, the goals of this new 
college “will be the graduation of 
students with an associate’s degree 
who are prepared to work in a fi eld 
of their choice and/or for success 
in a baccalaureate program [...] Th e 
initial target graduation rate is 30 
percent. Th e four-year target is 35 
percent and the fi fth-year target is 
40 percent.”
Douglas Medina, the associate 
director of the honors program at 
Baruch, expressed resistance to-
ward these plans. 
“Given the current economic 
crisis and the prospect of a depres-
sion, I think CUNY should focus on 
providing all of the existing com-
munity colleges with more fi nan-
cial resources,” Medina said. “Con-
sidering that community colleges 
have traditionally been the plat-
form from which the neediest stu-
dents get a start in their academic 
careers, we should focus on what 
we already have as opposed to cre-
ating a new community college.”
CUNY to expect new campus
BY SOPHIA AHMAD
SENIOR STAFF WRIER
Baruch College is ranked in 
Th e Princeton Review’s list of 
the 100 “Best Value” Colleges 
for 2009 as one of the 50 best 
value public colleges in the 
country.
Th e survey, conducted by 
Th e Princeton Review in con-
junction with USA Today, 
identifi es the top 10 public 
colleges and the top 10 private 
colleges. It lists the remaining 
80 schools in alphabetical or-
der by state. 
Th e data used to determine 
a school’s value was largely 
composed of student surveys 
conducted over the past year 
at 650 campuses nationwide.
Th e profi le of Baruch stu-
dents states that they are “seri-
ous people with serious career 
aspirations.” Barbara Lambert, 
deputy director of the STARR 
Career Development Center, 
affi  rmed that statement when 
she described Baruch students 
as being smart, focused and 
driven.
“We are thrilled at being 
recognized for what we’ve al-
ways known to be true about 
our students. We do our best 
to help make available the op-
portunities that they need to 
succeed,” said Lambert.
Th e Princeton Review “shines a light on 
schools that provide high-quality academics at 
a reasonable price — either by keeping sticker 
prices in line or by off setting high costs with 
great fi nancial aid packages,” according to the 
feature article about the survey by USA Today.
Th e objective of the annual list is to provide 
students and their families with information 
that pertains to a student’s fi nancial situation. It 
serves as a guide to navigate the world of fi nan-
cial aid packages, scholarship opportunities or 
tuition prices.
Baruch’s tuition is praised in the school’s 
profi le under the section of this year’s report en-
titled “Th e Bottom Line,” calling it “a very good 
deal, any way you slice it — even if you can’t get 
a dime of fi nancial aid.” 
Ashley Roccanova, a junior accounting major 
at Baruch, said, “I am honored to go to Baruch 
because I feel like I get my money’s worth for the 
education.”
When read a quote from Th e Princeton Re-
view commending Baruch as one of the top pub-
lic accounting schools in the world, Roccanova 
responded, “I know that if I can succeed here, I 
can succeed anywhere.”
Baruch’s much admired location is also cited 
as a source of its students’ success. “Th e big ad-
vantage that we have as a city school is that we’re 
here all year round and we’re here to help,” said 
Lambert when asked about the impact of Ba-
ruch’s location on internship and job opportu-
nities. 
Lambert believes that as commuter students, 
Baruch students are more available to work or 
intern during the year whereas most other stu-
dents are restricted to summer employment.
Baruch is one of the four CUNY schools fea-
tured in the listing, along with Hunter, Brooklyn 
and Queens Colleges. 
Baruch was ranked third in Consumers Di-
gest’s 2007 list of top value schools. It was also 
named one of the 372 most interesting schools 
in the nation by Kaplan/Newsweek in 2008. U.S. 
News & World Report has named Baruch the 
most ethnically diverse college for nine straight 
years.
“Best value” at Baruch
ILLUSTRATION BY KORCAN YURDACAN
Baruch, Hunter, Brooklyn and Queens colleges were the only CUNY schools ranked on “best value” list.
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D.C. inauguration
CUNY budget approved
BY LILLIAN RIZZO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Th e economy is still facing dis-
mal times, which Gov. David Pat-
erson addressed in his State of the 
State speech after the release of the 
new CUNY and SUNY budget pro-
posals. 
Th e highlights outlined in the 
new budgets include tuition in-
creases, reduction of support for 
university-wide programs and in-
stitutes and base aid reduction for 
community colleges. Th e budget 
was approved by the CUNY Board 
of Trustees on Dec. 7, 2008.
As of 2008, there is a $1.7 bil-
lion defi cit, which is the largest in 
history. It is expected that there 
will be a $13.7 billion defi cit in the 
2009-10 budget. Th is information 
was fi rst released in Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein’s letter on Dec. 
22, explaining the need for a tuition 
increase. 
As of the Chancellor’s Jan. 15 
letter, this budget proposal request 
stems from the CUNY Compact 
model of fi nancing. Th e Compact 
is “a partnership involving not only 
state and local governments but 
also the University (through pro-
ductivity and effi  ciency measures), 
the University’s friends and do-
nors, and the University’s students 
(through modest tuition increas-
es),” according to Goldstein’s letter.
Th e tuition increase of $600, or 
15 percent, for resident undergrad-
uates will be the hardest hit on stu-
dents. Th is will shoot CUNY annual 
tuitions from $4,000 to $4,600. 
 “I am supportive of this plan 
given the budget defi cit we are fac-
ing,” said Dr. Ben Corpus, Baruch’s 
vice president for student aff airs. 
“Without a change in tuition rev-
enue, there would be dramatic re-
ductions and cuts at the colleges.”
Th ese theoretical cuts would fol-
low numerous budget cuts already 
experienced at Baruch, such as the 
a freeze on the purchase of cameras 
for use in journalism classes.
Soon after, a hiring pause was 
put in place, leaving positions va-
cated by recently departed faculty 
members unfi lled for eight weeks. 
Th e pause was enacted in order to 
generate extra funds, as well as to 
evaluate the necessity of the newly 
opened position. 
Earlier in the fall semester, it was 
expected that the Pell grants would 
experience cuts as well. 
According to the budget, com-
munity colleges will experience the 
biggest aid cut. 
“Th e Executive Budget reduces 
base aid support for CUNY’s six 
community colleges by $270, 10 
percent per full-time equivalent 
student, generating General Fund 
savings of $18 million,” the budget 
states.
Not only will resident tuitions 
rise, non-New York resident tu-
itions will most likely be increased, 
according to the budget proposal. 
Th e CUNY board has yet to es-
tablish the percentage increases. 
Out-of-state students’ tuition is 
calculated by each credit; they pay 
$360 per credit as of the last tuition 
increase in 2003.
 “In a break from the traditional 
approach to funding higher educa-
tion, the Executive Budget for the 
fi rst time proposes a tuition policy 
which would allow a portion of the 
revenue from a tuition increase 
to be returned to the University to 
fund an investment plan,” stated 
the CUNY fi nancial disclosure, for-
warded by Corpus.
 “I have only spoken with several 
faculty who believe it is a good bud-
get plan, so I am unaware of what 
the overall or offi  cial faculty per-
spective may be at this time,” said 
Corpus. 
Th ere will also be numerous 
research and student programs 
funded, such as the Language Im-
mersion Program, for students to 
strengthen their language skills, the 
New York City Alliance for Minority 
Participation, which concentrates 
on the science and math areas, as 
well as 120 research institutes and 
centers in the colleges.
A positive aspect of the budget 
proposal is to establish an Institu-
tional Financial Aid Initiative, ac-
cording to CUNY Newswire on Jan. 
11. Th is will aid students aff ected 
by the tuition hikes.
 “To help students better prepare 
for the fi nancial challenges ahead, 
Chancellor Matthew Goldstein has 
announced a multifaceted eff ort 
combining assistance and informa-
tion on fi nancial aid, scholarships 
and career counseling with oppor-
tunities for full-time and part-time 
employment,” according to a CUNY 
Newswire article.
Th is initiative is connected 
to the website created by CUNY, 
called Jobs for Students (cuny.edu/
studentjobs), which will help stu-
dents in the work-study program 
and to fi nd jobs on campus.
 “We are also thankful that an in-
vestment program will be instituted 
by CUNY as well,” said Corpus.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Tale of the tape
BY LIA EUSTACHEWICH
NEWS EDITOR
Infl ated textbook prices may 
have students doing double takes 
at the Baruch bookstore but now 
there’s another reason to think 
twice before purchasing a textbook 
and this time it’s obvious: it’s cov-
ered in black tape.
Desk copies of textbooks, sam-
ple books that are given to profes-
sors for free by the publisher for 
promotional and evaluation pur-
poses only, can be found lining the 
shelves of Baruch’s bookstore, even 
though these books are not intend-
ed for resale.
Carlos Macias, a 33-year-old Ba-
ruch senior, discovered this when 
he tried to sell back his $140 mar-
keting research book that he had 
purchased online through Baruch. 
Originally wrapped in black tape 
from cover-to-cover, Macias peeled 
the tape, which included the book’s 
barcode, off  the textbook only to 
discover publisher Houghton-Mif-
fl in’s claim: “Not for sale. Instruc-
tor’s copy.” 
According to Macias, Baruch 
bookstore’s assistant manager, Ar-
nold Joseph, explained that the 
store receives desk copies at a low-
er price from wholesalers. Joseph 
said that, so long as the publisher’s 
claim is concealed, the bookstore 
can sell them. 
“If national wholesalers sell us 
something, then it’s for resale. Now, 
them (wholesalers) accepting those 
books — that’s their business,” said 
Baruch bookstore manager, Kevin 
Boyce, who is employed by Follett 
Company.
Baruch marketing professor 
Nermin Eyuboglu broke down the 
cyclical sales transaction of a desk 
copy textbook. 
Professors receive desk cop-
ies and many choose to sell them 
to book buyers who then sell the 
copies to wholesalers. Bookstores, 
like Baruch’s, purchase these 
books from wholesalers and then 
they make their way into students’ 
hands.
“My question was fi rst, is this 
legal and second, is this ethical?” 
said Macias, a business journalism 
major.
But it seems that every party in-
volved — the professor, the book 
buyer, the wholesaler and even 
the bookstore — is legally covered 
by the First Sale Doctrine. Th e fed-
eral law “allows purchasers of copy-
righted material to sell that which 
they have purchased without vio-
lating the copyright laws,” accord-
ing to ipwatchdog.com.
But Macias is correct to ques-
tion the transaction’s ethicality. Al-
though the doctrine legally protects 
all parties, the sale is unethical be-
cause it contributes to publishers 
rising textbook prices to account for 
the loss of revenue when desk cop-
ies are circulated. While bookstores 
receive textbooks for less money, 
students are paying the same prices 
and authors and publishers are not 
receiving royalties. 
Even so, Eyuboglu acknowledg-
es that book publishers have their 
hands tied. 
“On the other hand, the authors 
don’t want the publisher to stop 
desk copy promotions with the fear 
that potential sales may not mate-
rialize with reduced marketing ef-
forts,” she said.
tee. 
“Th ere is no way I could miss 
history,” Owens said.
Dane Jordan, a student from 
Richmond, Va., yelled that he could 
not wait for Obama to speak so he 
could leave and “jump into a vol-
cano.” Jordan said that he decided 
the day before the inauguration to 
drive from Richmond to D.C. to see 
Obama who, like Jordan, is half-
black.
Despite much ado over Obama’s 
inaugural speech, some felt they 
knew exactly how Tuesday after-
noon’s address would unfold. 
Despite the bag of issues from 
which Obama could choose a topic 
to focus on later that day, Nick Liv-
ermore, a native to Australia who 
attends Virginia Commonwealth 
University, said Obama’s speech 
would be “predictable” consider-
ing the current state of the Ameri-
can economy.
After Obama’s speech, the au-
dience cheered, waved fl ags and 
hugged and high-fi ved others. Th e 
majority of the non-ticket holders 
then left the Mall though the pro-
gram still featured a poetry reading, 
the benediction and a performance 
of the National Anthem.
WCBS880.COM
President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama at the inauguration ball.
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Th is new year has brought in a new presidency. While 
we may all have enjoyed taking part in the festivities, the 
party is over. Now, it is on us to take back what is ours: our 
country. While the economy, health care and the war appear 
to be out of our hands, there is one aspect that we do have 
control over: education.
In today’s world, there is no question that we need to 
educate ourselves as much as possible. We in America, 
and especially in New York have so much accessibility 
to knowledge. We need to hold ourselves accountable 
to learn and grow as individuals each day. With a new 
administration we have more time to learn about politics 
and how the country operates. We can no longer be turned 
off  of politics simply because we are discontent with 
President Bush. We now look to President Obama. Most of 
us voted for him because we wanted him in offi  ce. Now it is 
our duty to serve our leader by educating each other.
Today marks the fi rst day of a new semester. Look at it as 
an opportunity to feed your hungry mind. Outside of school, 
we could take time to learn about another culture or see an 
art exhibit at a museum. Reading books and newspapers 
should remain a focal point as we look to expand our 
vocabulary and stay abreast of today’s important issues, here 
and around the world.
We are in a defi ning moment in our country’s history and 
what we do or don’t do will be written in and read in history 
textbooks years into the future. As President Obama said 
in his inauguratial speech, “Starting today, we must pick 
ourselves up, dust ourselves off , and begin again the work of 
remaking America.”
Poor and developing nations starve for knowledge and 
have limited or no access to books and newspapers. We 
should never forget or take for granted the privilege of 
receiving an education. As President Obama emphasized 
before taking offi  ce, “public education is an important way 
to combat terrorism and extremist ideas and to restore the 
United States’ moral standing.”
As Malcolm X, another great and infl uential African-
American, once said, “Education is the passport to the 
future, for tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it 
today.” Th e choice is yours.
PAGE 6 I THE TICKER OPINION
Opinion 
     
THE TICKER EDITORIAL BOARD
The opinions expressed on this 
page are those of the individual 
writers, and do not necessarily 
represent those of The Ticker.
The Ticker opinion page 
welcomes submissions from 
students and faculty. They can be 
e-mailed to oped@theticker.org 
or delivered to The Ticker offi  ce 
on the third fl oor of the Vertical 
Campus, Suite 3-290. 
Letters must be signed and will 
appear as space permits. The 
word limit is 400 words. Essays 
must be 300 - 600 words. The 
editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for 
length as well as clarity.
The author’s name is usually 
published but may be withheld 
for compelling reasons, at the 
editor’s discretion.
©2008 The Ticker, Baruch College
OPINION PAGE POLICY ABOUT US
The Ticker is published weekly by the 
Ticker editorial staff  at:
One Bernard Baruch Way
Suite 3-290
New York, NY 10010
All work except printing is done by 
Baruch students. All contributions 
and letters are welcome. Our offi  ce 
is open during regular school hours. 
Any display or advertising questions 
should be directed to the advertising 
manager, at the above address or 
ticker_ads@baruch.cuny.edu.
Please direct all other inquires to:
editor@theticker.org or you can 
reach us at (646) 312-4710. The 
Ticker welcomes comments and 
suggestions as well as information 
about error.
Volume 95, Issue 1
Established 1932
MICHAEL WURSTHORNI EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
KELLIE CLARK I MANAGING EDITOR
LIA EUSTACHEWICH I NEWS EDITOR
WILLIAM BATTAGLIA I OPINIONS EDITOR
EMMANUEL ONYENYILI I BUSINESS EDITOR
VRITI SARAF I SCIENCE EDITOR
JHANEEL LOCKHART I FEATURES EDITOR
KERRI JAREMA I ARTS EDITOR
ELYSSA MALDONADO I LIFESTYLES EDITOR
MARIANE ST-MAURICE I SPORTS EDITOR
editor-in-chief@theticker.org
managing-editor@theticker.org
news@theticker.org
opinions@theticker.org
business@theticker.org
science@theticker.org
features@theticker.org
arts@theticker.org
lifestyles@theticker.org
sports@theticker.org
BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I PHOTO EDITOR
DMITRY KUCHER I BUSINESS MANAGER
CHAD MC LEAN I ADVERTISING MANAGER
BRISSELLI ROJAS I ASST. ADVERTISING MANAGER
EDWARD DRAKHLIS I MARKETING MANAGER
CHRISTOPHER ESPEJO I COPY EDITOR
SOPHIA HEPHEASTOU I COPY EDITOR
KORCAN YURDACAN I PROD. & ARTS  MANAGER
LEAH ARONOVA I PRODUCTION MANAGER
WAYNE CHENG I WEBMASTER
 
photos@theticker.org
dkucher@theticker.org
ads@theticker.org
ads@theticker.org
marketing@theticker.org
copy-chief@theticker.org
shepheastou@theticker.org
kyurdacan@theticker.org
laronova@theticker.org
webmaster@theticker.org
JANUARY 26, 2009
EDITORIALS 
Times are tough for CUNY and the burden is falling on the 
students, but not everyone is feeling the pinch quite as bad 
as we are.
President Kathleen Waldron received an $11,218 raise, 
bringing her salary to $260,503 a year, in September 2008 be-
fore the fi nancial crisis really hit the United States. Besides 
Waldron, each CUNY president and vice chancellor along with 
Chancellor Goldstein received hefty raises.
While the CUNY Board of Trustees has not approached the 
subject of rescinding the raises in lieu of the fi nancial turmoil, 
Waldron and other CUNY executives could turn to philan-
thropy.
Michigan State University President Lou Anna Simon re-
ceived an $85,000 raise and chose to donate all of it to the uni-
versity’s capital campaign. Penn State President Amy Gutmann 
donated $250,000 and turned down her annual salary increase 
while Rutgers President Richard McCormick donated his an-
nual bonus of $100,000 back to Rutgers for fi nancial aid use.
College presidents see their students struggling to make 
each payment while dealing with the stress of school and fi nd-
ing a career. With their six-fi gure salaries, many see the need 
to forego their additional money to help the institution they 
are serving.
CUNY presidents all make over $200,000 a year and should 
consider their students before accepting their salary increases. 
According to statistics provided by CUNY, more than 50 percent 
of CUNY students have an average household income below 
$30,000.
We suff er the hardships of the economy while our presidents 
and academic leaders reap the benefi ts of a fi xed salary and a 
guaranteed increase.
Give back to the students you claim to be working for.
YOUR LETTERS
Did you know...
Beginning in April, state fi nancing for all 76 zoos, botanical gardens and aquariums would be 
eliminated under Gov. David Paterson’s proposed budget.
Tell us what you think at opinions@theticker.org.
POLITICAL CARTOON
ILLUSTRATION BY KATIE ALARCON
DESPITE NEW ERA, 
EDUCATION FALLS
CUNY PRESIDENTS 
SHOULD GIVE BACK
Aerial gunning betrays both citizens and wildlife
Aerial gunning is a brutal, barbaric 
and disgusting form of hunting. Hunters 
follow packs of wolves in helicopters and 
either shoot them from the air or chase 
them to exhaustion and then shoot them 
point blank. Hunters kill entire packs, 
including mothers and young pups. 
According to the Defenders of Wildlife 
website, defenders.org, 671 wolves have 
been killed due to aerial gunning snce 
2003.
For more than 30 years, there has 
been a ban on the use of airplanes to 
hunt or harass wildlife. However, due to 
a loophole found in the Federal Airborne 
Hunting Act of 1972, Alaskan offi  cials 
have approved hunting and killing of gray 
wolves. Th e citizens of Alaska have voted 
twice to stop this from occurring only to 
have it overturned by Alaskan legislature. 
Why conduct a vote?
Many hunters claim that by eliminating 
the wolf population, there is more game 
for them to hunt. Th is logic doesn’t make 
sense. Hunting is not a necessity; it is 
done for sport. One does not need to hunt 
in order to survive anymore. Killing these 
precious animals is not only brutal, but 
senseless and illogical. Th is will disrupt 
the ecosystem and cause an increase 
in the number of many animals that 
wolves hunt. Overpopulation of these 
species can have a serious impact on the 
environment.
You can help the Defenders of Wildlife 
pass the Protect America’s Wildlife Act 
by going to their website and signing 
their petition. Let them know that aerial 
gunning is wrong and should be stopped 
immediately. Tell them that this needs 
to stop before more innocent animals 
die in vain.
KELLY RAE WHITE
WANT TO READ MORE OPINIONS? 
VISIT THETICKER.ORG
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NABILA OWENS
Introducing “Baruch’s Scarlett 
Knights”
Many of us sports fans at Baruch 
tend to watch both NFL and NCAA 
football games, and although our 
school provides many types of sports 
and teams to enhance our school 
spirit, our campus does not have a 
football home fi eld or team we can 
call our own. 
We may not have our own football 
team due to our urban facilities, but 
we happen to have many prestigious 
teams that play right here in the tri-
state area.
Th ey are teams that we can root 
for, and many people in the New York 
Metropolitan area already do. For 
instance, the Rutgers University’s 
“Scarlett Knights,” with their main 
location on the New Brunswick/
Piscataway campus, field 27 
teams in the Big East Conference 
that participate in D1-A/NCAA 
competitions. 
In fact, Rutgers University is 
known for being “the birthplace of 
college football.” Th ey hosted the 
fi rst intercollegiate football game 
in 1869 and beat a team from the 
College of New Jersey, which is now 
known as Princeton University.
Despite being the birthplace of 
football, the Scarlett Knights raised 
discussions of possibly being lowered 
from D1-A competition after posting 
consecutive losing seasons. 
However, the agony that lasted 
quite a few decades suddenly 
changed sometime before the 2005 
season when the Rutgers program 
began to recruit a group of highly 
touted college transfers and high 
school athletes. From 2005 to 2008, 
many of their players have made it 
to the NFL and they have managed 
to win several bowls, which had not 
happened since 1978.
Th us, our neighbors’ eff orts are 
not going unnoticed. We may not 
have our own football team, but 
we are certainly witnessing college 
football history. All we have to do is 
cross the Lincoln Tunnel to attend 
one of their home games. 
Like many other colleges and 
universities throughout the nation, 
Rutgers University and Baruch 
College invest in sports not merely to 
entertain the school population, but 
to promote the school’s reputation 
and to provide a healthy and 
productive outlet for students to 
engage in. 
Th is serves as enough evidence 
of the importance for a school to 
invest in its athletic programs. Th is 
admiration for our neighbor’s now 
prominent football team, great 
team work, true display of athletic 
revelation and vast accomplishments 
is, without a doubt, tremendously 
motivating to us at Baruch.
 It should inspire our own home 
teams to strive for more athletic 
success. Th ey serve as a form of 
encouragement for us and lead by 
example, thereby stimulating the 
Bearcats family to improve and 
excel.
DAVID CHOWES
New York gets a new 
landing strip
Just as we’ll remember where 
we were when we learned of Sept. 
11, 2001, we’ll all remember the day 
a U.S. Airways plane landed on the 
Hudson River.
Th ank God all the passengers and 
crew survived. Th e credit is all due to 
the pilot, crew, the unfathomable 
bravery of all the people aboard and 
luck!
How did Captain Chesley 
Sullenberger maintain his cool to 
enable him to make split-second 
decisions and save all 155 passengers, 
including his crew? How did all 
the others aboard maintain their 
composure, which helped to aff ect 
their survival?
Well, I know a little about 
psychology, so here’s my hypothesis: 
Th e anticipation of a dreaded event 
is usually far worse than when it 
occurs and we have to deal with it. 
Not knowing what is happening is far 
scarier than being fully informed.
Th e news media reported that 
Captain Sullenberger let all aboard 
know what was happening. Th ere 
was no ambiguity. Some pilots 
would say something vague so as not 
to worry others. As a result of Captain 
Sullenberger’s experience and 
unique skills, he saved all on board, 
including himself. His intelligence 
and knowledge helped mightily.
When facing an unknown 
danger, we conceive it to be far 
more horrendous than if we know 
what is happening. Consider your 
reaction if I said, “You have to go into 
a room and there is something in it 
that may scare you.” Contrast that 
with, “You have to go into a room 
and you will see a secured cage that 
contains a snake.” Assuming most 
people are afraid of snakes, which 
scenario would create greater fear 
or anxiety?
If we analyze the U.S. Airways 
situation, all were prepared for this 
traumatic event when the horrifi c 
accident occurred. Th is was one 
of the reasons they survived. An 
expert pilot and his passengers were 
unambiguously prepared.
Surely, the captain is a hero; so 
too are all the other members of 
the crew. And yes, we all have that 
potential, given the appropriate 
ambiance.
It truly was an unbelievable 
event that no one reading this will 
ever forget. Ironically, it was because 
of birds. Canadian geese in fact!
DANII OLOVER
Today is a day that many will be 
celebrating with song, dance, cheers, 
pride and drinks.
 Today, the dream will be realized! 
Today, many will pour out libations 
to the souls that suff ered. 
Many will pour libations to 
memories of suff ering. Today, no one 
drinks in pain, depression, despair or 
fear. Today, we all cheer. Today, we 
all celebrate. For today, the paradigm 
shifts.  
Today, we the people get our 
voice back. Today, “we the people” 
truly includes the African decent, 
the Asian decent, the Central and 
South American decent. Today, “we 
the people” swear in Barack Hussein 
Obama, 44th president of the United 
States - a leader that embodies 
change and a leader that has infused 
us with hope, not fear. 
When I see his face on paper, 
I can’t help but become full of 
emotion. I can’t help but recall the 
stories of my elders’ abuse by white 
neighbors, the cops and the system 
as a whole.
 I think back to my fi rst black 
college professor and her brother’s 
story of being held against a wall and 
beaten in the snow, pants down, by 
the cops because of the color of his 
skin.
I think of the Asian men sent over 
here as forgotten slaves forced to live 
lives of silence, solitude, servitude 
and ridicule. I think of the southern 
Americans who don’t look Caucasian 
and have no voice in this country 
that they both live in and maintain. 
I can’t help feeling that this will truly 
be a new day; the beginning of a new 
era.
Some believe that one group of 
people voted Obama in, but the fact 
is that many chose Obama. 
“We the People,” segregated by 
media hype, came together and 
made our voices heard. 
America gets hope
SCARLETKNIGHTS.COM
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A security issue with domestic roots
BY NABILA OWENS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
One of the most important 
American foreign policy issues 
that our leader has pledged to ad-
dress is our dependency on foreign 
countries to provide us with the 
energy needed to run this country 
and a lack of viable energy sources. 
Countries such as Brazil have suc-
ceeded in initiating the process 
needed to switch from the depen-
dency on petroleum and gasoline 
consumption. Th ey have done this 
by implementing diff erent forms 
of alternative fuel such as biofuel 
made from soybeans and sugar-
cane. Th ere appears to be a lesson 
to be learned here.
Biofuels have been touted as the 
next big thing in sustainable energy 
for a while now. A recent Business-
Week study, however, shows that 
this alternative may not be as eco-
friendly as stated by its advocates. 
Proponents of biofuels usually refer 
to the most common type of alter-
native, which is derived from corn, 
as opposed to Brazil’s sugarcane 
ethanol. But while the production 
of sugarcane in Brazil is suffi  cient 
to meet domestic demand and still 
meet some export demands,  Amer-
ica’s corn ethanol prduction hasn’t 
proven suffi  cient to meet modest 
domestic demands for alternative 
fuel. Even with the reallocation of 
corn initially designated for feeding 
farm animals to  ethanol produc-
tion. Th is has predictably caused a 
rise in corn prices. More pressing is 
the recent discovery that corn, the 
prime crop for biofuel in the U.S., 
and rapeseed, from which 80 per-
cent of Europe’s biofuel supply is 
sourced, produce up to 50 percent 
and 70 percent more greenhouse 
gases than fossil fuels, respectively. 
Th ese gases are produced through 
the release of nitrous oxide, a green-
house gas 296 times more powerful 
than carbon dioxide.
Th e lack of a viable, long-term 
and sustainable alternative fuel has 
no greater eff ect than on Detroit’s 
“Big Th ree” who have been slow to 
embrace and produce hybrid ve-
hicles that run on alternative fuel 
sources. Adding to Detroit’s wor-
ries are the actions of some foreign 
automakers that have been accused 
of performing what is referred to 
in marketing as “dumping” their 
products. Dumping is the sale of 
products in non-domestic markets 
at lower prices than those charged 
in domestic markets when all costs 
are not allocated or when surplus 
products are sold.
Essentially, foreign automakers 
manufacture high quality products 
to sell them in the U.S. for the cost 
of making the car and are willing 
to incur a loss in order to adver-
tise their products and make them 
part of the American lifestyle. Th e 
long-term eff ect is that by dumping 
their products, they create a buyers’ 
market and infl uence consumers to 
cultivate a sense of dependency for 
their products. Th e previous ad-
ministration has been criticized for 
encouraging foreign companies to 
dump their products in the U.S. by 
not regulating import taxes and not 
passing anti-dumping legislation.
Th e lack of initiative to address 
the issue of energy and produce vi-
able solutions has even prompted 
some to believe that it is a sign that 
the fall of America as the world’s 
leader seems to be approaching. 
Renowned Egyptian author Magdy 
Ahmad Hussein has remarked, “At 
the beginning of the 21st century, 
the signs of the American fall were 
clear to every serious observer and 
every perceptive eye. It was clear to 
the American ruling and intellec-
tual elite. Th e invasion of Iraq, after 
Afghanistan, was in the framework 
of a plan to use military force to 
achieve strategic, economic and 
political gains.”
Hussein added, “Its purpose 
was to block the way to increasing 
competition from other world pow-
ers, especially Russia, China, Eu-
rope, the Asian Tigers and the rise 
of Islam. Th at would be by achiev-
ing hegemony over the prime oil 
reserve in the world.” Many believe 
that energy has become a national 
security issue and a greater em-
phasis should be placed on fi nding 
solutions to solve this problem and 
start the transition to renewable 
and alternative sources of energy.
BY OSCAR BATORI
INVESTMENTS CORRESPONDENT
In a previous article, there was an analysis of 
an age-old question of whether the economy left 
itself to a future infl ationary or defl ationary en-
vironment. Th e current global environment calls 
for an examination of another pertinent ques-
tion. Th ere is an age-old theory that at all times 
equities are better than bonds if you buy the 
right kinds. Purveyors of this theory often look 
to Warren Buff et as the eternal authority stating, 
“Equities are always better than bonds.”
Th e fi rst point to examine when weighing the 
question of equities versus fi xed income is their 
position in the capital structure. Every company 
has assets and liabilities. A certain amount of as-
sets are eaten up by debt obligations and the rest 
is left over for equity holders. If the value of the 
assets falls below the level of debt, the equity is 
worth nothing. However, if the assets explode in 
value, the debts are still the same, so equity hold-
ers experience some nice upside. Th ere are lots 
of intricacies involved such as junior and senior 
debt, but the crux of capital structure remains 
the same. Th e equity holders take more risk with 
the hope of more upside.
Furthermore, it is worth looking at why equi-
ties are so cheap in this current environment. 
Using fi ctional company XYZ, this notion can be 
better understood. Suppose XYZ took on a con-
siderable level of debt in order to fund expansion, 
but the global economy plunged into a recession 
and demand for the company’s products de-
creases signifi cantly. One might argue that there 
shouldn’t be much need for concern because 
the company bought assets with the debt they 
incurred and therefore the asset value will still be 
there. Th e problem is that an asset’s (factories or 
rental apartments for example) value is derived 
from the revenue stream it is capable of produc-
ing. Th is revenue stream is dependent and pred-
icated on the customer’s ability and willingness 
to pay a given price. A lot of companies now fi nd 
themselves in a situation where the consumer is 
not willing or able to pay the modeled price that 
justifi ed incurring the debt to fund expansion. If 
XYZ is a real estate developer that built luxury 
rentals in Florida, it is suddenly fi nding itself in 
a situation where the level of debt is higher than 
the value of underlying assets. If you apply that 
model to the overly simplistic capital structure 
described in the previous paragraph, you can 
deduce that companies in this situation fi nd 
their equity is worth nothing and shareholders 
end up holding nothing.
Even in this economic climate, most com-
panies are not in quite as dire straights as XYZ, 
although many are. Th erefore, a deeper analysis 
is required to convey reasons why a potential in-
vestor may consider the merits of heading north 
in the capital structure. Th e concept is simply 
the relative attractiveness of fi xed income in-
vestments. Spreads on good quality corporate 
debt is trading at record highs above comparable 
treasuries. Th us, the amount of compensation 
a potential investor can receive for buying the 
debt of a well-rated company rather than that 
of the U.S. government is at record highs. Some 
very good quality issues can be bought off ering 
a yield of 12 or more percent. I have met very few 
people who would be dissatisfi ed if their stocks 
rose 12 percent annually. In addition, an inves-
tor can reinvest the cash fl ows received as they 
see fi t, in addition to enjoying the comfort of be-
ing higher up the capital structure in the event 
that the company gets into fi nancial trouble.
Also, consider that Warren Buff et has not 
been quite as bullish as his December New York 
Times op-ed piece would have some perpetual 
bulls believe. An examination of his recent deals 
reveals that many have actually been capital in-
jections with the option for equity. For example, 
Buff et did not actually buy stock in Goldman 
Sachs. He injected capital with an agreed, albeit 
high, annual interest rate, and for his trouble 
received warrants allowing him the privilege of 
buying shares in the future at a predetermined 
price. Similar deals were struck with General 
Electric and others. Many have pointed to Buf-
fet’s deal as a mistake, but a closer look reveals 
that even if the share price goes to one dollar, 
Buff et will still get his annual interest payment 
and his risk is akin to that of conventional bond 
holders, which is that the company may not be 
able to meet interest payments on debt. How-
ever, unlike bondholders, Buff et can buy shares 
in the future at a predetermined price.
Th e current global environment is very diffi  -
cult to navigate. Th us, moving higher up the cap-
ital structure while receiving an excellent rate 
of return may be an extremely prudent move. 
Th ere are some great companies out there that 
in a year’s time will prove to be great buys, but 
at a time when the global economy is in such a 
condition, equity-like returns on investment-
grade debt present wonderful opportunities. In 
addition, the fl exibility of being able to reinvest 
received cash fl ows if equity markets disappoint 
is an added bonus.
It pays to be higher up
Like most 2009 graduates 
embarking on their fi nal se-
mester, I have found myself 
dabbling in a bit of refl ection 
on my college experience. As 
a freshman, my initial inten-
tion was to pursue a track 
that would create a smooth 
road to law school, but that all 
changed as my passion for the 
fi nancial markets took me on a 
detour that may end up defi n-
ing my professional career. Af-
ter working for several invest-
ment banks and earning way 
too many credits, I’ve learned 
a thing or two about the in-
dustry I plan to enter upon 
graduation. As business edi-
tor, I feel extremely fortunate 
to have the platform to share 
some of my lessons learned 
and engage fellow intellectu-
ally curious Baruch students.
I’ve al-
ways be-
lieved that 
it takes a 
c o n s i d e r -
able level of 
narcissism 
to dedicate 
a weekly 
column to 
oneself and 
believe that 
it contains a perspective im-
portant enough to command 
a reader’s attention, reasons 
why I’ve never written a weekly 
column. I despise narcissism, 
but sharing ideas and writ-
ing about topics that provoke 
thought is what I enjoy. I hope 
to engage you, the reader, in 
issues that range from behav-
ioral economics to   the severe 
lack of practical business sce-
nariois in Baruch’s business 
curriculum.
Th e year 2008 was indeed 
historic not only in the politi-
cal arena, but in the business 
sphere as well. Consider these 
six main events: (1) Th e melt-
down of the U.S. auto industry 
(2) Th e wave of home foreclo-
sures (3) Th e unprecedented 
level of volatility in the stock 
market. Remember the VIX? 
(4) Th e wild ride taken by oil 
prices from $147 to mid 30s. 
(5) Th e collapse of legendary, 
century-old fi nancial institu-
tions and the bailout of Wall 
Street. (6) Th e realization of the 
fi rst global recession, from Ja-
pan to the U.K. to the U.S. One 
can argue that the occurrence 
of just one or two of the afore-
mentioned events would have 
made for an eventful year, but 
the fact that we survived these 
events with a measure of resil-
iency that has come to charac-
terize our response to diffi  cult 
situations says more than any 
analyst can ever say.
If 2008 will be remembered 
as the year when we witnessed 
events we never anticipated 
happening, 2009 should be the 
year that our leaders and citi-
zens alike identify the impetus 
of these events and off er long-
term solutions that will return 
the U.S. economy to the right 
track. Th is is why I believe 2009 
will provide an unprecedented 
learning opportunity for busi-
ness students. It is my wish 
that this column will serve as 
a source that you can defer to 
for investment subjects that 
you may have otherwise disre-
garded or overlooked. 
Corn has been the prefered source of alternative fuel in the U.S.
WORDPRESS.COM
EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
Business Editor
AN EDITOR’S 
DISCERNMENT
Market Fact:
The -33.8% return in the Dow Jones Industrial Average for 2008 is the third worst on record. 
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? New report shows 
increase in teen 
pregnancy rates, 
reversing 14 years of 
steady decline.
BY JESSICA AKSOY
STAFF WRITER
For the last fi fteen years, teen 
pregnancy rates have been steadily 
declining in the U.S. But new data 
released by Th e Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention indicates 
that this is not the case anymore. 
According to the latest National 
Vital Statistics Report, “the birth 
rate for teenagers 15-19 years old 
increased 3 percent in 2006, inter-
rupting the 14-year period of con-
tinuous decline from 1991 through 
2005.” 
Th is data leads to new ques-
tions about our generation – why 
this rise in pregnancy when contra-
ceptives are more easily accessible 
than ever? Th e ugly truth consists 
of many surprising details.
One contributing factor is the 
‘birds and the bees’ talk. According 
to Newsweek, “the whole subject of 
sex is so delicate that some parents 
put off  talking to kids about it, be-
lieving their child is still too young, 
or because they’re not sure what to 
say.”
Th e new statistics from the CDC 
show that the average age of fi rst in-
tercourse in the United States is 16. 
In an article on Newsweek.com, Dr. 
Mark Schuster, chief of general pe-
diatrics at Children’s Hospital Bos-
ton, said “parents fi nally sit down to 
have the Big Talk...and it turns out 
their teen is already having sex.” 
Parents should not just leave 
‘the talk’ for school. Th e earlier a 
child is informed of the risks of in-
tercourse, the less likely he or she 
is to get pregnant or father a child at 
an early age.
However, sexual education and 
parental guidance are not the only 
factors that aff ect teen pregnancy. 
A recent article from USA TODAY 
suggests that U.S. teens have higher 
pregnancy rates than teens in other 
countries regardless of the amount 
of sex education received. 
Th e answer might lie in popular 
culture infl uences. Teens have nev-
er had such high levels of exposure 
to sexual content in the media than 
now. According to USATODAY.
com, a study done by Pediatrics 
was the fi rst to draw a direct link 
between sexual content on TV and 
the likelihood that teens who watch 
it will become pregnant. 
Th ey found that “by age 16, 
teens who watched a lot of sexually 
charged TV were more than twice 
as likely to be pregnant or father an 
out-of-wedlock baby as teens who 
watched very little: 12% vs. 5%.” 
Researchers controlled for parents’ 
race, income and education and 
teens’ total TV time.
Shows such as Gossip Girl and 
Two and a Half Men are rated as 
TV-14, which, according to the TV 
Parental Guidelines website, means 
that the program may contain one 
or more of the following: intensely 
suggestive dialogue, strong coarse 
language, intense sexual situations 
or intense violence. Despite these 
warnings, many teens and young 
children are still exposed to mature 
situations on television daily.
From the small screen to the 
silver screen, teen pregnancy and 
sexual content is widely viewed and 
hotly debated. Although praised as 
Oscar-worthy, Juno sparked much 
controversy when released in 2007. 
According to USATODAY, the 
movie paints a portrait of a pregnant 
teen who is not only extremely self-
possessed but who also has a very 
supportive family. Sarah Brown, 
CEO of the National Campaign to 
Prevent Teen and Unplanned Preg-
nancy, is concerned about the mes-
sage girls will get from Juno, which 
she believes is unrealistic. 
“[Juno’s] atypical […] in that she 
has a support system, which most 
pregnant teenagers do not have,” 
says Deborah Roff man, a human 
sexuality educator in Baltimore 
and Washington, D.C. 
In a world where a Nickelodeon 
teen sitcom star and a Vice-Pres-
idential candidate’s teen daugh-
ter experience high-profi le preg-
nancies, it may prove diffi  cult for 
teens to see the wrong or hard fu-
ture of being a teen parent. 
Teen pregnancy rates suddenly rising
Out with the old year, in with the new
BY LAURA LENTINE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th e dropping of the famous New Year’s 
Eve ball wasn’t the only big thing happening 
in Times Square during the holiday season. 
On Sunday, Dec. 28, 2008, the Times Square 
Alliance held its second annual “Good Rid-
dance Day” and encouraged people to put 
their bad memories from 2008 into an enor-
mous shredder. 
Some people shredded what Tim Tomp-
kins, president of the Time Square Alliance, 
called “silly stuff ,” such as posters of the 
Boston Red Sox. However, others destroyed 
“heavy-duty stuff ,” such as actual bank state-
ments and papers with the words cancer and 
the stock market written on them.
Like the people who gathered in Time 
Square, some Baruch students were happy 
to put the memories of 2008 behind them. 
Sophomore Isabelle Encela said that she is 
more than glad to say goodbye to ’08 because 
of the state of the country’s economy. 
“Th e fi nancial crisis was brutal,” said 
Encela. “Now that we’re in a recession, we 
can fi nally build up again.”
But sophomore Kavish Shingwani said 
that while he was glad to say goodbye to 2008 
because he fi nally completed all core re-
quirements and could begin taking business 
classes, he was also sad to see it come to an 
end. 
“I will miss the year 2008 very much,” he 
said. “It changed my life because it was the 
year I fi nally started to reach my dream of be-
coming a sneaker collector.”
After the election of the fi rst black presi-
dent in 2008, many students have high hopes 
for the future of the U.S. Shingwani said that 
he is looking forward to seeing how the new-
ly elected President Barack Obama will lead 
our country.
Jaclyn Smith, a sophomore who has been 
following Obama’s election carefully, stated 
that she is confi dent in his leadership. “I 
would like to say good riddance to old poli-
tics and in with our new President,” said 
Smith. “It’s about time someone normal got 
into offi  ce. [Obama] started off  like the rest 
of us, so I feel that he’ll have a more eff ective 
political, social and economical approach to 
solving our current issues.”
Sophomore Ellen Li’s hope for 2009 is for 
a world with less violence, especially with ev-
erything going on between Israel and Gaza. 
When asked if she thought the new presi-
dent will help bring that about, Li responded 
“I don’t really know. I can only hope for the 
best.”
Aside from the bigger issues concerning 
the U.S. and its economy, other students, 
such as Demitri Kesoglides, see 2009 as a new 
beginning and a chance to fi nd their selves. 
“I always believed that basing my identity on 
an epiphany has more meaning to it, rather 
than just basing my identity on my past ex-
periences,” said Kesoglides. “I have yet to be 
hit with that epiphany, but I am hopeful 2009 
will be the year!”
Personal goals seem to be the trend. Soph-
omore Manjola Gjini said that her main hope 
for 2009 is that she will be able to save more 
money. “I have to buy books for the new se-
mester and I want to go away for spring 
break,” said Gjini. 
Edward Yu’s hopes for the 
new year are a little more out of 
this world. “I’m looking forward 
to the fi rst fl ying car to be in the 
hands of consumers.,” said Yu. 
“Th at or the fi rst legitimate 
documented contact with 
extraterrestrials. At least ro-
bots with mind-boggling 
artifi cial intelligence 
that can perform 
tasks like a regular 
human.” 
However, since 
it is highly unlikely 
that such things 
will come to pass, 
Yu says he has no 
choice but to antici-
pate all the creativity 
that 2009 has to off er. 
He looks forward to 
new fl avorful fl avors, 
stupid trends, gos-
sip and various other 
things that only 
we humans are 
good at doing,” 
said Yu.
After all that has 
happened in 2008, what 
should we expect in 2009?
“Everything,” said Yu.
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In 2006, there was a 3 percent increase in the birth rate for teenagers 15-19 years old.
ILLUSTRATION BY KORCAN YURDACAN
Major:  Finance and Investment
Age: 24
On any given day, Anthony Favara is either playing, 
watching or thinking about soccer. At Baruch, he 
played for the men’s soccer team for two years, 
including 2006, when the team won the CUNYAC 
Championships. Though he is no longer on the soccer 
team, he continues to play outside of school and is part 
of the coaching staff  here at Baruch.
Favara feels that his time at Baruch has really shaped 
who he is. “Not only have I gotten a wonderful 
education, but I also got to share it with my brother,” 
he said. “Also, I think I’ve really found the love of my 
life. It’s not something you expect to happen when you 
go to college, but fi nding Alyssa [his current girlfriend] 
really made me happy. I’m defi nitely going to miss this 
school.”
And Baruch will certainly miss him, too, especially the 
athletic department and the Italian Society, of which 
he is president. It is hard to fi nd anyone who has 
something bad to say about him.
“Most people would probably describe me as quiet, 
honest and nice,” said Anthony. “I can get along with 
anyone.”
But since he has a reputation of being quiet and 
easy-going, most people would never guess that he’s 
extremely adventurous. He said he recently jumped 
onto the train tracks of Grand Central Station in front of 
an approaching train to save a guy’s life.
“I’m always willing to take risks,” he said. “I’ll always be 
the fi rst one just to climb into things and throw myself 
into the fi re.”
In fact, in an alternate life, this daredevil thinks he 
would probably be in the army.
As for why he should be Mr. Baruch, Anthony thinks 
that he represents Baruch well. Not only does he 
have school spirit, but he is sociable and well liked by 
all who meet him. It seems that his brother, Vincent 
agrees.
“Anthony has many great qualities and is well-
respected by many. He respects others and has given a 
lot to Baruch during his years,” said Vincent.
Major: Mathematics and Philosophy
Age: 22
John Bautista is passionate helping other people. He’s 
been able to do just that as a tutor at the Student 
Academic Counseling Center. He’s worked there for 
two years helping students with all areas of math 
including calculus, pre-calculus and college algebra.
“I really do love what I do here [but] what scares me is 
that I can’t make a career here [at the SACC]” he said.
Bautista is also the events manager for F.U.S.I.O.N, and 
he’s applied his responsibilities to life outside of school. 
He recently created a fundraising team to raise money 
for the One Net, One Life malaria prevention campaign 
in Africa. He wants to continue organizing events after 
he graduates, though to a lesser extent since he will be 
studying for his actuarial exams and settling into the 
working world. 
When he’s not working at SACC or with F.U.S.I.O.N., 
he likes to go to gym. “I think it’s important to stay 
in shape, especially with the obesity epidemic that’s 
currently taking place,” said Bautista. “Plus, it’s where I 
think clearest. I’m just in my element there.”
He also stays active by playing basketball, which is his 
favorite sport.
Bautista is very focused. “I hate when people doubt me, 
but I use that to motivate myself even more,” he said.
And to make sure he is always moving forward, he 
chooses his friends carefully. He says his biggest 
priority is to surround himself with good people. 
Family is also very important to him.
“I have two younger brothers and I feel like I set the 
standard for them,” he said. “I always try to make the 
best decisions so I can set an example for them and my 
friends.”
Bautista believes he’s really matured in the last year. In 
fact, he credits the number of votes he’s gotten to the 
fact that other people can see this too.
“People think I’m a good person and that I’m worthy of 
admiration and respect,” he said. “You shouldn’t vote 
for me because you’re my friend. If you’re going to 
vote for me, vote because you think I’m a respectable 
person.”
Major: Marketing Management
Age: 24
Kallicharran “Alvin” Niwaz is a man of many layers. 
Right now, he’s focusing on his marketing career, so he 
spends his time working with the American Marketing 
Association and the Baruch City Advertising Society 
and doing an internship with Hertz Car Rental. But he 
is seriously considering going to graduate school to 
study architecture after working for a year.
When things get too hectic at school and work, he can 
fi nd solace in reading. His interests range from fi ction 
to biographies, but right now he’s getting inspiration 
from “7 Habits of Highly Eff ective People” by Stephen 
Covey.
He also enjoys cooking; he loves making Italian dishes, 
and penne a la vodka is one of his favorite dishes 
to prepare. And though his skills could use some 
development, he also really enjoys playing the Spanish 
Guitar.
Fitness is also a big part of Alvin’s life. “If I don’t go 
to the gym, I don’t really feel like myself,” he said. 
“Whenever I have the opportunity, I [also] love going to 
the beach right before sunset [to] jog.”
He also plays football regularly and says he especially 
likes to go to the park during the winter after it snows. 
Plus, he doesn’t seem to mind fl aunting the body he’s 
gained from working out. He’s modeled more than 
once for fashion shows held by Shop of Style and the 
Baruch Asian Student Union.
Alvin lives according to a quote by James Dean, which 
goes “Dream as if you’ll live forever; live as if you’ll die 
today.”
“To me, this means that the sky is the limit and that you 
should appreciate what you have because you never 
know what tomorrow holds,” he said. “And even though 
I only have a limited amount of time, I really appreciate 
all the friends I’ve made here at Baruch.” 
If he wins this competition, he hopes that through his 
example, he can encourage Baruch students to get 
involved here at school.
“I believe joining an organization or at least 
participating in events gives us the opportunity to 
maximize our college experience,” he said.
Major: Marketing Management
Age: 21 
Nadia is probably best known for her involvement 
with the Kappa Phi Alpha sorority. As a sister, she’s worked 
with the Caribbean Student Association and the Asian 
Cultural Exchange, contributing tons of community ser-
vice including fundraising for Relay for Life, volunteering 
with New York Cares and the Breast Cancer Walk, and oc-
casionally helping out at soup kitchens.
“It’s hectic,” she explained. “Even though it’s fun be-
cause I like to do community service, a lot of stuff  gets 
thrown in the background, like sleep, for instance.”
But even though the sorority takes up most of her 
time, she is still passionate about other things. She loves 
music and dreams of being an A&R executive whose job 
includes recruiting potential talent and signing them to a 
record label. She’s already had an internship with Atlantic 
Records and is currently seeking a job as a fi eld scout.
Nadia has also entered pageants. She participated in 
a few when she lived in the St. Kitts and Nevis and has 
enjoyed relative success — she was the fi rst runner up 
in the St. Kitts and Nevis National Talented Teen Pageant, 
the last pageant she did. Unfortunately, her pageant ca-
reer was cut short when she moved to the U.S. fi ve years 
ago.
Another of Nadia’s interests is interior decorating. It’s 
something most people would never guess, but she says 
that in another life, she would probably make that into 
a career.
Nadia knows what she wants in life. She describes her-
self as very organized and business-minded.
“I think there’s a time and place for everything,” she 
said “And even though I like to have fun every now and 
then, I don’t do much partying.”
She’s also very family-oriented. She has a close rela-
tionship with her mom and believes that the best feeling 
in the world is making her family proud of her.
Even though she only recently transferred to Baruch, 
Nadia has settled down surprisingly well. She credits her 
popularity for becoming a fi nalist to being in a sorority 
and working for the Offi  ce of Student Life, which has 
helped her to meet lots of people.
“A lot of people know me because I’m overly friendly 
and I’m involved all over the school,” she said. “I don’t just 
come to school and go home; I go to other clubs’ events 
to see what they’re about and I do take time out to get to 
know people.”
Major: Marketing Management
Age: 22
Monnica Honrade can best be described as a go-get-
ter. She believes in taking action and in living up to her 
full potential.
She’s dabbled in almost everything since she began 
her freshman year at Baruch: she’s worked for Lexicon, 
worked as a photo editor at The Ticker and even served 
as secretary for USG. A girl of many talents, she was part 
of the choir and was a dancer in the Music and Perform-
ing Arts Guild for two years and runs for Baruch’s cross 
country team. In 2007, her cross country team won the 
CUNYAC Championship for the fi rst time.
Honrade is also a co-chair for F.U.S.I.O.N. (Filipinos 
Uniting Students in Other Nations). She says she helped 
bring the club back from the grave and that since then 
she has been working tirelessly to create events and pro-
grams that will benefi t the members.
Her involvement doesn’t stop there, though. She 
maintains a job as an intern with Asian Women in Busi-
ness, a non-profi t organization whose mission is to aid 
Asian female entrepreneurs.
“I’m very passionate about building a Filipino com-
munity,” she said. “My main focus this year is to make the 
Filipino community at Baruch stronger because there are 
so many of us and I just want them to have somewhere 
to go to for recreational purposes as well as to develop 
their skills and gain more experience and more knowl-
edge.”
She describes herself as very energetic and says she 
is always willing to take on challenges. It is this drive that 
allows her to do so much at once. That, and her Bible 
study group, which she says keeps her grounded. They 
meet at Starbucks every week just to catch up and to talk 
about the Bible.
“I think that everyone needs that spiritual guide in 
their life for them to let go of the negative things and 
just to function better,” she said.
Most people probably wouldn’t guess that she loves 
cartoons and that she has an unnatural love for Avatar. 
She also loves music and listens to Coldplay religiously. 
But when cartoons and music are not enough, Monnica 
can always count on her family to help her unwind. She 
says they are her biggest supporters and that they’re the 
one thing she could never live without.
Overall, Monnica is pretty well rounded and she thinks 
that gives her an edge over the other contestants.
“I deserve to win because I have more dedication and 
I put in more time … and I think people know that,” she 
said.
Major: International Marketing 
Minor in Interdisciplinary Arts and Japanese
Age: 22
Keiko Akashi believes that Ms. Baruch must have cer-
tain qualities: most importantly, they must be involved 
in the Baruch community. And involved she is. In her 
senior year alone she has maintained membership with 
Solutions Across Borders, a new club at Baruch, and the 
Financial Women’s Association.
Plus she is multi-talented. She is a two-sport athlete, 
doing swimming and cross country for Baruch. And she 
knows how to ride the unicycle.
“I have two at home,” she said. “I’d like to believe if all 
else goes wrong at Baruch, I can join a circus or some-
thing.”
When she’s not at school, Keiko likes to spend her 
time doing community service. In fact, she volunteers at 
Mount Sinai Hospital every week. She also enjoys travel-
ing and makes an eff ort to spend her vacations in other 
states or countries.
“I am most passionate about learning about interna-
tional issues and taken action for causes domestically and 
abroad that I know I am capable of handling,” she said.
She says that her passion to expose herself has 
strengthened over the years and that it has taken her to 
many parts of the world to take action against social in-
justice. She hopes to be able to continue these passions 
in her career, but says she can only guess where life will 
take her.
“I think life takes its twist and turns more often than 
we’d like, so planning too far in advance may set me 
up for disappointment,” she said. “If I take life as it comes, 
it’s more exciting and adventurous.”
Keiko believes in making the best of everything. She 
has a very positive outlook on life that allows her to be 
full of energy in any setting.
“I’m fairly outgoing, giddy and sociable. I love meet-
ing new people, so I’m always open to conversations with 
anyone who wants to approach me,” she said.
Her openness has allowed her to get to know many 
people here at Baruch and has led her to take part in vari-
ous clubs and events. But she recognizes that the other 
contestants have done so as well.
“The diff erence between them and me is that … 
my goal for this competition is not to be crowned, but 
to have fun with the community and just get as many 
people involved,” said Akashi. “I look forward to having 
a great time during the competition, and whatever the 
turn out it is, I’ll be satisfi ed knowing that with all of the 
candidates’ eff orts, we’ve strengthened and expanded an 
active Baruch community.”
 BY ALEX KUSHNEROV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
A new study at the University of 
Konstanz in Germany has taken a 
major step towards unraveling the 
psychological phenomenon of pro-
crastination.
Th e lead psychologist, Dr. Mc-
Crea, asked the question, “Would 
thinking about writing a review in 
concrete terms (e.g., writing a page 
of comments) make one do it soon-
er than thinking about the same 
action in abstract terms (e.g., con-
tributing to the scientifi c feedback 
process)?”
Dr. McCrea and his team wanted 
to discover if a link exists between 
the representation of a task and the 
probability that people would pro-
crastinate. Th e entire study was es-
sentially a test of the construal level 
theory, which was fi rst proposed by 
psychologists Nira Liberman and 
Yaacov Trope in 1998. Th e theory 
says that, “greater psychological 
distance is associated with more 
abstract, higher-level construals, 
such that more distal objects are 
represented on a higher level, and 
also that objects represented on a 
higher level seem more distant.”
Th e study was conducted with 
34 students chosen from the uni-
versity, all of whom were given a 
questionnaire. Th e questionnaire 
listed 10 activities (writing in a di-
ary, describing opening a bank ac-
count…), which the students had to 
fi nish within a three-week period. 
In the abstract condition, partici-
pants were asked to write about 
“what characteristics are implied 
by each activity” and in the con-
crete condition, the other half of 
the participants were asked to write 
two sentences concerning “how 
one would go about each activity.”
Th e psychologists then waited 
and recorded all the response times 
for both sets of questionnaires. Th e 
results demonstrated that the stu-
dents who had to think abstractly 
were more likely to procrastinate 
and completed the assignment 
with an average response time of 
503 hours. Th e students who had 
the concrete directions completed 
their tasks with an average time of 
175 hours, three times faster than 
the other group of students.
Th e results of this study, if they 
can be replicated within a big-
ger demographic and in any geo-
graphic zone, could prove vital not 
only to teachers and professors but 
business managers as well. Individ-
ual productivity could be increased 
substantially if a task is assigned 
with more concrete directions.
Aside from having a small test 
sample, the major problem with 
the study is that it assumes procras-
tination is a negative attribute. Pro-
crastination is actually described 
by some psychologists as a “coping 
mechanism from stress or anxiety.” 
If used in the right quantities, it 
could help the person relax before 
a stressful event and increase his 
productivity later on. Th is study 
neglected to examine if the people 
who procrastinated actually sub-
mitted better quality work than 
those who didn’t.
Although the study had a num-
ber of drawbacks, it’s the fi rst of 
its kind to establish a discourse 
on procrastination. It will perhaps 
serve as a precedent for future 
studies on the subject.
Science
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Procrastinion revealed
College students fi nd multiple ways to procrastinate.
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BY KERRI JAREMA
ARTS EDITOR
Dave Feldman was destined to 
play music. Well, maybe not des-
tined, but it certainly seemed like 
an appropriate path for the Baruch 
College sophomore who grew up 
listening to his father’s “huge re-
cord collection” and watching his 
brother Kurt play in numerous 
bands while garnering a love for 
punk rock from his brother Mike. 
Feldman says “Mike gave me that 
fi rst very, very basic taste of the late 
70’s punk while Kurt had been and 
is still supplying me with 80’s post-
punk music, both of which are my 
two favorite types of music and I 
suppose their traces can be found 
in Wyldlife.”
Wyldlife is the band that Feld-
man fronts, which includes Sam 
Allen (guitar), Dave Kinney (gui-
tar), Max Hamlin (bass), and Tyler 
Houston (drums), whom he met in 
the 7th grade after realizing that they 
all had a love for “Star Wars, old 70’s 
punk, and skateboarding.” 
After spending years playing 
music with his brothers in their 
basement, Feldman felt that it was 
a natural progression to create a 
band of his own with his group of 
friends. 
Th eir fi rst foray into the music 
world as a group came with their 
band Th e Cokes, with Feldman 
on drums and writing all the lyr-
ics, which he remembers as “so 
middle-school-ish and embarrass-
ing.” After playing at middle school 
events and birthday parties for a 
year, Feldman fell out of the band.
It was a fl uke that brought them 
back together. “I think my friend-
ship with Sam actually suff ered a 
bit after that, and I didn’t keep up 
too much with Max either. Th e guys 
went through a host of drummers 
until Tyler Houston fi nally got be-
hind the kit around sophomore 
year of high school. I remember 
the guys were playing a show at the 
school under the name the Hello 
Sallys, and Sam was trying to play 
lead guitar and sing. He was doing 
this trick where he pushes out the 
mic stand, but since I thought it 
was falling, I grabbed it and placed 
my hand on it, and basically broke 
the microphone. After that I was 
back in the band as the singer and 
frontman.”
Since then the band has grown 
signifi cantly, going on to play at 
bigger and better venues and even 
recording an album entitled “Baby, 
Quit Sucking My Blood.” Th e album 
is a collection of “straight up rock 
‘n’ roll” tunes, infl uenced by the 
likes of “Th e Rolling Stones, Little 
Richard, Elvis Presley, Iggy Pop and 
the Stooges, Th e MC5, Th e Clash, 
Th e Misfi ts, Creedence Clearwater 
Revival, Th e Hives, Th e Star Span-
gles, and Th e Kings of Leon.”
Feldman is pursuing a Jour-
nalism/Creative Writing degree 
at Baruch and does not plan to 
make music his career because, as 
he says, “too many bands want to 
make money and don’t focus on 
the music.” 
He does include music in his 
life at Baruch, however, acting as 
the Music Director at the school’s 
radio station, WBMB. He also has a 
show at the station entitled “Up the 
Down Escalator” which streams 
every Tuesday from 5 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
at wbmbradio.com and includes “a 
lot of punk, post-punk, and some 
contemporary stuff . Good tunes for 
sure.”
During the school year the band 
members are spread across fi ve dif-
ferent universities, making it fairly 
easy for Feldman to juggle school 
with the band. “Th ere isn’t a lot go-
ing on, but we constantly hang out 
and try and write new songs.” You 
can download the band’s album for 
free at babystopsuckingmyblood.
com, which Feldman says is be-
cause “We just want people to hear 
our music. Th e main thing is, we 
never want people to stand still at 
our shows. We want them to pogo 
up and down or anything, just don’t 
stand around. I like to think that 
our music is the catalyst to make 
that happen.” 
For more information on the 
band, their music, and upcoming 
shows you can visit babyquitsuck-
ingmyblood.com and myspace.
com/wyldlife7.
BY CHRISTINE VITTORINO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Photographer Susy Blu  uses her 
work to bring forth the beauty of 
interior spaces and atmospheres. 
Her series of photographs feature 
scenes as varied as churches, der-
elict kitchens, and outdoor spaces. 
Below, she off ers her thoughts on 
the art world and the meaning be-
hind her photos, and looks foward 
to her future projects  
What was your concentration 
in college and how has that af-
fected your career?
I fi rst studied foreign literature 
in Italy, followed by art history and 
a master’s degree in Cinema Criti-
cism at the Sorbonne in Paris. From 
all this theoretical background, I 
learned to structure my thoughts, 
to write and analyze. Of course, the 
study of images, whether paintings 
or cinema has informed my in-
stinct for composition. But mostly 
I always wanted to create. I am not 
sure why but photography became 
my language. Instead of words, I 
use images to tell stories, usually 
related to a specifi c place. Before 
starting a photography project, I al-
ways feel the need to write and de-
termine what I would like to make. 
Is the art world diffi  cult to en-
ter?
It is and for many diff erent rea-
sons. Th ere is of course a lot of 
competition and it is diffi  cult to 
get attention. Even the chance to 
show your work and have feedback 
is hard to get. Th e art network is 
divided in numerous groups of-
ten related to a university (i.e. stu-
dents, teachers), a strong gallery, or 
people that collaborate with an im-
portant artist or museum. If you do 
not belong to any group, it is then 
harder. It is also true that every-
body has his story. Th ere are diff er-
ent ways to approach and “enter” 
in the art world and one way is not 
better than another. Some can get a 
residency, others can have a gallery 
showing theirs work, while some 
might get attention thanks to an 
important collector who purchases 
one piece.
How long have you been work-
ing with photography as your me-
dium? 
I have been working with pho-
tography since I was 19. It has been 
one of my passions since I was a 
child. I started taking classes when I 
was in college and I was working as 
a wedding photographer on week-
ends. Th at was the starting point. 
Once in Paris, I joined an indepen-
dent photography school named 
Atelier Refl exe where I learned 
how wide and rich the photogra-
phy world is. Th ere, I experimented 
with diff erent things.
Any other interests?
I love cinema and I studied criti-
cism thinking at the time that one 
day, I might work in that fi eld. Read-
ing is also on my top list with cook-
ing, which for me is a calming and 
enjoyable ritual that I practice with 
a lot of care. Traveling is the most 
enriching and inspiring resource 
for me. I have moved and lived in 
four countries so far and traveled as 
much as possible.
Do you have a favorite artist or 
art movement?
It is hard to give the name of 
only one artist. I can mention a few 
of the many I love. In photography: 
William Eggleston, is the fi rst name 
to mention, Bernard and Hilla 
Becher, Francesca Woodman, Di-
ane Arbus, Cindy Sherman, Doro-
thea Lange, Roger Ballen, Gabriele 
Basilico, Seidou Keita and, Yama-
moto Masao.
In Art: Gordon Matta-Clark, Bill 
Viola, Annette Messager and, Lou-
ise Nevelson.
Art movements: Th e Bauhaus 
and French Surrealism.
What inspired you to come to 
New York City?
I came to New York for a short 
period and I found the city and 
most of all, the people extremely 
stimulating. I fell in love with Har-
lem and my wish was to be able to 
come back soon. Few months later, 
HSF, a residency for artists located 
on 121st street invited me and al-
lowed me to create the “On the 
Block” series.
Are there any future projects 
you look to pursue?
I actually have several projects 
that I have started and want to de-
velop. Some are video, others [are] 
photography ones. I have a video 
project related to Harlem that I 
would like to fi nish in 2009. It is 
about the neighborhood and how 
one gets accustomed to a com-
pletely foreign place and makes it 
a home. 
Another project that I started 
many years ago is related to my 
family’s business history. I come 
from a family that has been running 
a small fi rm since 1875. My parents 
who restarted the fi rm as young 
couple made it grown successfully 
but then they got in partnership 
with a big and powerful brand in 
order to expand who fi nally bought 
them. So this story ended and 
that’s why the title of this project is 
“A long line and a dot.” It is a video 
and photography project. Th ere is, 
of course, a very personal approach 
and the main focus is on how fam-
ily and business became a unique 
thing that structured people’s lives 
and thoughts in my family.
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Dave Feldman leads a Wyldlife
PHOTOS BY BEN SHAPIRO I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER
SUSYBLU.COM
“A long line and a Dot 10,” from Susy Blu’s project by the same name.
Wyldlife is Dave Feldman, Sam Allen, Dave Kinney, and Tyler Houston. 
An interior view of Susy Blu
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BY TIFFANY LYNCH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Th ea Sharrock’s Equus enthralls 
the audience into a catatonic state 
of emotional tension. Daniel Rad-
cliff e, known for his role as Harry 
Potter, makes his stage début in 
this rendition of Peter Shaff er’s 
masterpiece, a play that has not 
been performed on stage in over 
thirty years. Richard Griffi  ths, who 
won the Tony Award for his role in 
the Broadway production of Th e 
History of Boys, depicts a distraught 
psychiatrist that acts as a tour guide 
through the emotional turmoil that 
is Equus.
A true and profound transfor-
mation evolves on stage at the 
Broadhurst Th eatre.  Immediately 
upon the dimming of the stage 
lights, the audience is thrown into 
the shadowy psyche of a stable 
boy charged with atrocious crimes 
against six horses. Th e stage is 
modestly set and seamlessly shifts 
from a psychiatric ward to a horse 
stable. Th is transition allows the 
audience to embrace the ear-pierc-
ing shriek that echoes beneath the 
shell of Alan Strang and intrigues 
the senses, forcing them to delve 
further into his cognition.
Alan Strang, embodied by Daniel 
Radcliff e, is a torn soul. Th e son of a 
religious mother and a hypocritical 
father, Alan Strang is bewildered by 
his emotions and turns to his one 
true love: Horses. Strang dedicates 
his entire being to his horses and 
experiences true intimacy in the 
clandestine of the dark blue mid-
night, riding bare skin through the 
forest. However, one evening Alan 
takes a hoof pick and blinds six 
horses. Th e stage is set.
Enter Richard Griffi  ths perform-
ing as Martin Dysart, an unsatisfi ed 
middle-aged psychiatrist curious 
about the workings of Strang’s in-
ner thoughts. With the use of the 
most basic of psychological tech-
niques, Dysart reveals the reasons 
behind Strang’s outrageous ac-
tions. Dysart discovers Strang’s 
need to be understood and a veiled 
shame buried within. Th is spec-
tacle of rhetoric shared between 
doctor and patient is that of raw 
feeling and true pain. Th e sorrow-
fi lled story unfolds delicately, as if 
it were a handkerchief to wipe away 
the hurt you empathize for Strang.
Th e beauty of the production is 
found in its simplicity. Th e brilliant 
interpretation of these secret sensa-
tions, hidden by each character, is 
expressed through body language 
as painful and honest as the con-
tent itself.  Even the horses move 
with elegance, as if they were walk-
ing on a straw covered barn fl oor. 
Th is performance leaves the audi-
ence deeply moved and uncom-
fortable, until utter amazement hits 
them like a blinding light.
Designed by John Napler and 
produced by Th e Shubert Organi-
zation, this production breaks new 
ground on Broadway.  Th is stun-
ning cast began its sold-out run in 
London’s West End and will draw 
to a close on New York City’s Broad-
way on February 8, 2009. Tickets are 
available through  Blackboard.
BY JOHN MALATESTA
BPAC CORRESPONDANT
Welcome to the Spring 2009 
season of the Antonowsky Center 
for Performing Arts, also known 
as BPAC - Baruch College’s spot 
for all things related to the per-
forming arts. 
We have an im-
pressive line-up 
of plays, modern 
dance, concerts, on-
stage dialogues and 
special events for 
the students, faculty 
and staff  this season. 
First, we have our 55 
Underground Con-
cert Series, the only 
chance you’ll have 
this season to catch modern 
music by young, local, emerging 
musicians. 
L.A. singer/songwriter Kyler 
England (indie/pop/rock), who 
has a voice the press compared 
to Sarah McLachlan and Patty 
Griffi  n, will grace the stage of the 
Engelman Recital Hall on Th urs-
day, February 5. 
On Friday, Feb. 6, don’t miss 
the Brooklyn band Elizabeth & 
the Catapult (jazz/rock/pop), 
Billboard’s Underground Artist 
for October 2008. On Saturday, 
Feb. 6, Jay Brannan (folk/acous-
tic/indie) joins the series. 
Jay’s “sensitive songwriter” 
acoustic guitar music has an 
impressive cult following, most 
likely due to his acting debut in 
the John Cameron Mitchell fi lm 
“Shortbus”, where he performed 
his song, “Soda Shop.” We’re 
proud to present such dynamic 
up-and-coming musicians. Stop 
by the Antonowsky Center box 
offi  ce in the lobby of 
the NVC and pick up 
your $8 ticket (regular 
price $15) when you 
use the code “bstu”. 
On another note, 
our fall presentation 
of “Irena’s Vow”, fea-
turing the veteran 
Broadway stage ac-
tress Tovah Feldshuh 
(“Golda’s Balcony”, 
“Law & Order”) will start pre-
views on  March 10 at the Walter 
Kerr Th eater on Broadway. 
Th e play dramatizes the true 
story of Irena Gut Opdyke (Ms. 
Feldshuh), a Polish Catholic who 
worked as the head housekeeper 
for a Nazi offi  cer and protected 
a dozen Jews, allowing them to 
hide in her boss’s coal cellar. 
Th e other nine cast members 
from the Baruch production and 
its director, Michael Parva of Th e 
Director’s Company, have signed 
on for the Broadway production.
Check out our line-up at ba-
ruch.cuny.edu/bpac. I hope to 
see you at the center!  
COMPILED BY KERRI JAREMA
ARTS EDITOR
CDs:
Tuesday, Jan. 27
•Th e Bird and the Bee - Ray Guns 
Are Not Just Th e Future
•Ciara - Fantasy Ride
•Franz Ferdinand - Tonight
•Hoobastank - For(n)ever
•Duncan Sheik -Whisper House
•Bruce Springsteen and the E Street 
Band - Working on a Dream
•Loney Dear - Dear John
•Dalek - Gutter Tactics
•Richie Booker -Shine Th e Light
•Lisa “Left Eye” Lopes - Eye-Lega-
cy
•Cotton Jones - Paranoid Cocoon
Upcoming 
Releases
Radcliffe makes profound 
transition to Broadway
HARMERPR.COM
IRENASVOW.COM
CDUNIVERSE.COM
AMAZON.COM
DVDs:
Tuesday, Jan. 27
•Cannery Row
•College
•Far From Th e Maddening Crowd
•Lakeview Terrace
•Pride and Glory
•Th e Rocker
•RocknRolla
•Mary Poppins: 45th Anniversary 
Special Edition
•Fireproof
•Th e Pink Panther Classic Cartoon 
Edition
•Th e Sidney Poitier Collection
•Waterloo Bridge
•Th e Yellow Rolls Royce
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Lifestyles
BY JONATHAN GONG
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT
Although the spring semester 
has started, it’s not too late to enjoy 
the last few weeks of winter. While 
priorities are being reevaluated 
by putting academics at the top of 
the list, many may think there isn’t 
much time left to enjoy the winter 
air. Manhattan off ers a wide variety 
of activities and sights that can be 
much more appreciated in the 
winter. 
Traditional winter activities 
include being outdoors to ice skate 
with some friends or seeing holiday 
window displays. For those who 
would prefer to spend the winter 
indoors, there are cozy restaurants 
and cafes to visit that serve amazing 
hot chocolate.
South Street Seaport: Pier 17 
South St. and Fulton St.
Seaport Ice, the seaport’s newest 
winter attraction, is an 8,000-
square-foot ice rink. Open through 
March, Seaport Ice features free live 
music performances, events and 
a selection of nearby restaurants 
and shops for everyone to enjoy. 
Admission price is $5 and skate 
rentals cost $7.
Trump Wollman Ice Rink: 
Central Park South, 59th Street 
and 6th Avenue
Skate rentals cost $6 with 
admission rates being $10 Monday 
through Th ursday and $14 Friday 
through Sunday. Wollman Ice Rink 
is found in Central Park where 
you can also enjoy the nature 
around you and maybe take a few 
photographs.
City Bakery: 3 West 18th St.
City Bakery’s famous thick, hot 
cocoa costs $4 and is made with 
milk chocolate. Be sure to ask for the 
homemade marshmallow on top – 
a perfect combination of sweetness 
to compliment the bitterness of the 
chocolate. In February, they will 
feature a new hot chocolate fl avor 
every day.
Max Brenner: 841 Broadway 
near 13th St.
Walking distance from Baruch 
College and renowned  for its 
chocolate, if you haven’t paid a visit 
here already, you’re missing out. 
Some recommended buys are their 
hot chocolate with a price range 
of $4 to $7 and the banana split 
waffl  e at $13.25. Max Brenner’s 
café style seating encourages a 
casual environment and the many 
scrumptious desserts make it a 
great place to eat.
Hale and Hearty Soups:  23rd 
and Madison
Known for its outstanding 
soups, salads, and sandwiches, 
Hale and Hearty has many choices 
for everyone’s tastes. Featuring 
19 locations, spread around 
Manhattan, you can order online 
at haleandhearty.com and have it 
delivered to you without leaving 
the building. A medium 12 oz. cup 
of soup costs $4.39 and all salads 
are priced under $5. Th ere are 
also combinations of soups, salads 
and sandwiches that are under $8 
making Hale and Hearty aff ordable 
for the average college student.
Th ese attractions are just some 
of the many great places to visit in 
Manhattan this winter. So before 
being swamped by upcoming tests 
and papers this semester, enjoy the 
cold winter breeze as it hits your 
face at these signature New York 
City sights and attractions.
Have winter fun before it’s done
Please don’t be a pain on the train
? Tips to avoid bad 
passenger behavior
BY ELYSSA MALDONADO AND KERRI 
JAREMA
LIFESTYLES EDITOR AND ARTS EDITOR
When living in New York City, we 
are all exposed to crowded trains, 
delays and unfortunate people who 
make the commute unbearable. 
Avoid being one of those annoying 
people who are inconsiderate to 
their fellow commuters. 
Small amount of space/seating
Th ere is no reason why someone 
should have bags and other 
personal items on empty seats 
when the train car is packed to the 
limit. Be considerate to your fellow 
riders by keeping your belongings 
on your lap or on the fl oor. But 
keep in mind that other passengers 
will need to stand in front of you 
as well. And if the train is empty, 
be considerate of personal space 
and don’t sit next to the only other 
person on the train. 
Forcing entrance into cars
Th ere is always another train on the 
way. Forcing your way into the train 
will only delay the trip for other 
passengers and puts you at risk of 
physical harm. It’s better to be late 
than to have permanent shoulder 
damage and embarrassment. 
People with really loud music/
singing
Not only is it detrimental to your 
hearing, but it is also extremely 
inconsiderate to the person sitting 
next to you, who would probably 
rather not listen to your choice of 
tunes. Singing out loud is also a 
bad idea – save the vocals for the 
shower.  
Falling asleep and inappropriate 
leaning
While it’s understandable that early 
morning commuters may suff er 
from sleep deprivation, it is not ok 
to use the person next to you as a 
pillow. Pick a seat that has a wall 
and lean against the wall. Leaning 
on poles and doors blocks other 
passengers from holding on and 
exiting the train. If you must lean 
on the door, be prepared to exit and 
reenter the train. 
Leaving trash/newspapers
Th e train is not your personal 
garbage can. Leaving behind 
a newspaper or bottle of soda 
forces other people to clean up 
after you and makes the commute 
unpleasant. Th ere are garbage 
receptacles in every train station; it 
is not hard to take your trash with 
you. 
Train Surfers
Th ere is a reason that the train has 
so many poles. Grab one of them. 
Having to apologize after falling 
on someone is insensitive, not to 
mention very embarrassing for 
you.
Eating food 
Food should be saved for home. 
Eating meals that are odorous and 
messy nauseates other passengers 
and leaves grease marks when you 
touch the poles. 
Reading over others shoulders
Reading other people’s newspapers, 
magazines or iPod play lists is an 
invasion of privacy. If you want 
reading material, bring your 
own. It makes other passengers 
uncomfortable and uneasy. 
Next time you step on the train, 
think about your fellow passengers. 
Remember that you are in a public 
place and your actions aff ect others 
around you. Th is will stop you from 
ruining someone else’s day and 
being the topic of choice at the 
water cooler. 
STEVESPAK.COM FLICKR.COM
You can go ice-skating in Central Park and then warm up from the cold with a hot chocolate from Max Brenner’s. 
FLICKR.COM
Sleeping again the wall prevents you from sleeping on someone else and receiving a dirty look from the person next to you. 
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Turn heads by wearing red lipstick
BY MARTINA MICKO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Regardless of the season, red is 
a classic, stylish shade for lipstick. 
It is a bold color that, when worn 
correctly, can add the perfect touch 
to your look. 
“[Red lipstick] looks amazingly 
glamorous on all women,” said 
make-up artist Napoleon Perdis in 
Fitness Magazine. When buying red 
lipstick, it is important to pick the 
right shade. Otherwise it will leave 
you looking washed out instead of 
accentuating your features. 
Red lipstick is not meant 
to be worn everywhere. By 
wearing red lipstick, you will 
stand out and defi nitely draw 
attention to yourself. According to 
citystyleandliving.com, “reds are 
never a right choice for weddings, 
funerals or job interviews.” But 
they are “appropriate for shopping 
excursions or lunch with friends.” 
Before wearing it just remember 
the look is bold and it’s appropriate 
for where ever you are going.
While it is a daring look, it’s 
important to keep other features 
of your face subtle - otherwise you 
will end up looking like a clown. 
Go “light on blush and eyes,” states 
citystyleandliving.com. Eyeliner is 
not needed - just a touch of mascara 
can complete the look.
Classic true red looks good on 
anyone because of its “neutral 
balance,” states bellasugar.com. 
But adjusting to the attention red 
lipstick brings can take some time. 
For those who prefer a less daring 
shade of red try a sheer lipstick such 
as Almay Hydracolor.  Realsimple.
com advises to top a lipstick with a 
gold gloss “to warm and soften the 
look.”
When wearing red lipstick it is 
important to fi nd the right shade 
for your skin tone. If you have fair 
skin, true reds look the best. But 
if that is too bright, try a pink or 
orange undertone like Victoria’s 
Secret Very Sexy’s Love Bites, which 
is a softer red lipstick with a hint of 
pink.
Medium skin tones such as 
caramel or olive look best with 
berry brown tones. Watch out for 
orange-based lipsticks because 
those can make you look pale. For a 
berry-toned lipstick, go for M.A.C.’s 
Spice it Up lipstick.
Dark skin tones look best in 
very warm, burgundy shades. Try 
a lipstick with shine to make it 
stand out more like Cover Girl True 
Shine’s Cranberry Shine.
Th e right lipstick will be diff erent 
for everyone. Stores like Sephora 
and M.A.C. Cosmetics off er 
diff erent shades as well as diff erent 
textures such as matte and sheer, 
and you can try them all on. With 
these simple tips you should have 
no problem fi nding the right shade 
for yourself.
HOLLYWOOD-CELEBRITY-PICTURES.COM
DREAMSTIME.COM
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
OPINION EDITOR
Baruch’s men and women’s 
swimming teams are close to put-
ting the fi nishing touches on a great 
season.
On Jan. 15, the women’s team, 
led by captain Jessica Penaher-
rera, who individually came in fi rst 
in the 200 and 500 meter freestyle 
and the 100 meter butterfl y events, 
clinched second place in the fi nal 
conference standings by defeating 
John Jay, 61-33. Th ey then con-
cluded their regular season last 
Th ursday with a non-conference 
meet against the College of New 
Rochelle.
We have the best swimmers in 
CUNY,” said Penaherrera, optimis-
tic about the upcoming CUNYAC 
fi nals at Lehman College.
Call it confi dence or a message 
to the rest of CUNY, this year’s team 
saw a nice blend of contributions 
from freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors, and has been led by Fresh-
man Jheniff er Parker and captains 
Tiff any Wong and Penaherrera.
Th e latter credits a good part of 
the team’s success to her coaching 
staff : “Charles [Lampasso] does an 
amazing job. Everything is greatly 
organized. Everyone is very sup-
portive.”
Since being on the wrong end of 
a thrilling 98-107 loss to their CUNY 
rivals, Hunter College, the women’s 
team has used that meet as motiva-
tion, winning their last two games 
in a convincing manner. 
Th e winter intersession has 
been a fruitful one for both teams, 
who, according to Penaherrera, 
have been practicing together twice 
a day under Lampasso’s watch-
ful eye. “Th e focus is the CUNYAC 
Championships,” she said.
Senior Camilo Reyes echoed 
the same sentiment, saying that 
January has been what the team 
refers to as “Hell Month.” Monday 
through Friday the team practices 
at 8 a.m., followed by workouts at 
11 a.m., and the squad ends the day 
with a 2 p.m. swim. Lampasso took 
advantage of the weekends by chal-
lenging the team with a two-hour 
workout.
Th e intense workouts are aimed 
at a top three fi nish at champion-
ships. “At the beginning of the year, 
I expected us to fi nish in second 
place,” said Lampasso. “We fi nished 
right where I expected us to so I’m 
really happy with both teams. Th ey 
worked hard and meshed as a team 
this year.”
Th e men’s team fi nished their 
regular season with a school re-
cord in wins. Th ey had six victories 
this year and nearly had their sev-
enth but suff ered a tough loss to St. 
Francis College, 95-110. “Every year 
since 2006, the swimming program 
has continued to get better and bet-
ter,” said Reyes.
In the loss, Captain Michael 
Shiwnath along with teammates 
Jeff rey Wong, Brian Ramirez and 
Reyes placed fi rst in the 200 me-
ter-medley relay. In addition, Idan 
Saragosti took fi rst place in the 100 
and 200 meter freestyle events, and 
set a Baruch record in the 500 free-
style.
After the CUNYAC fi nals, the 
men’s and women’s teams will 
swim in the Metro Finals at Rutgers 
University beginning Feb. 20. Al-
though team don’t need to qualify 
and it is open meet, it is extremely 
competitive involving teams from 
Divisions I, II and III.
And, already, Lampasso looks 
forward to the off  season. “We will 
be recruiting hard. We need to 
break that stereotype that Baruch is 
simply a city college.”
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
It’s that time of year again, the time when 
everyone returns to school after a month of 
rest and relaxation, but for the men’s basket-
ball team, those words never entered their 
minds.
During the break the Bearcats posted a 
sensational 7-2 record, including 4-0 against 
their CUNY opponents, to bring their overall 
record on the season to an impressive 14-3 
and 7-0 in CUNY, good for fi rst in the CUNY 
Athletic Conference north 
division.
Th e success over the 
break can be attributed to 
Baruch’s improved defense, 
ranked ninth in the na-
tion in defensive effi  ciency 
while averaging about 16 
turnovers per game and 
holding opponents to 62.8 
points per game. 
“We have consistently 
played good defense, re-
bounded [well], and played 
hard during every game,” 
said captain George Kun-
kel. “Keeping these factors 
consistent has allowed us 
to win games even if our of-
fense is not having the best 
of nights. Th ere has never 
been a let down for us.”
During the stretch, the Bearcats have 
faced quality opponents both in conference 
and out, including impressive wins against 
14th ranked St. Mary’s College of Maryland 
and rival, Hunter, along with some down to 
the wire losses to William Paterson, ranked 
23rd, and Wisconsin Lutheran.
Th e fi ve-point loss to William Patterson 
was played without center Steven Bader, the 
Bearcats’ main force in the paint and leading 
re-bounder. Although the game resulted in a 
defeat, the Bearcats did take them to the fi nal 
buzzer without help from a key player.
“We did have the lead for a large portion 
of the game, showing us that we can play 
with any team in the country,” said Kunkel. 
“We had guys come off  the bench who really 
stepped up in that game. I think it will help 
our bench play [well] in the long run and give 
them confi dence going in to any game after 
playing a nationally ranked team.”
Baruch has not only won games during the 
break, but they have dominated games, out-
scoring their opponents by nearly 16 points 
per game in the victories while shooting 44 
percent from the fi eld, including 33 percent 
from beyond the arc.
“We had very high ex-
pectations from the start 
but were probably not sure 
how good we would be.” 
said Kunkel. “Lets just say 
this has been a pleasant 
surprise, but at the same 
time we now feel that we 
could, and should, beat ev-
ery team we play.”
With Baruch playing so 
well during the break, the 
only question left is if they 
can keep it up after they re-
turn from break, when the 
stress of classes is added to 
mix.
“It is nice to feel like just 
a basketball player instead 
of a ‘student athlete.’” said 
Kunkel about playing dur-
ing the break. “[However] I 
don’t really feel like it was that big of an is-
sue.”
Right out of the shoot the Bearcats have 
four straight big games on tap, including a 
match-up against their undefeated coun-
terparts Brooklyn, Hunter, John Jay, and of 
course, CCNY in the Battle of Lexington.
No matter who the Bearcats face, they 
know that work is in store for them as they 
return from winter break. 
“I love coaching this team,” said head 
coach Ray Rankis. “But we have a lot of work, 
hard work, still ahead.”
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Bearcats dominating CUNY
Swimming on success
BORIS BERDICHEVSKIY I THE TICKER
Baruch Bearcat George Kunkel pushes his team to the top of CUNY.
Keeping these factors 
consistent has allowed 
us to win games even 
if our off ense is not 
having the best of 
nights. There has never 
been a let down for us.
 -George Kunkel
Captain, Forward
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BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
SPORTS EDITOR
Th ough a good number of days 
still stand between the men’s Vol-
leyball team and their fi rst confer-
ence game, they are already fl ying 
high and demonstrating their skills 
against nationally ranked oppo-
nents. In fact, after playing in the 
fi rst tournament of their challeng-
ing schedule, the Bearcats were 
themselves ranked 12th in the na-
tion – the highest Baruch’s volley-
ball team has ever been.
“We’re really excited and mo-
tivated,” said head coach Allison 
Gunther. Th ough she has been 
coaching the team for a few years, 
she feels that this year’s team, more 
so than previous ones, is her own 
team. She has had the chance to 
work with some of the players for 
some years, and has recruited some 
of the new players, all of whom are 
proving to add quite a lot to the 
team.
Of course, all of the players on 
the team, both returning and new, 
have a lot of individual talent to 
contribute, but their ability to work 
together and combine those talents 
was demonstrated, rather positive-
ly, at their fi rst tournament, in Wil-
waukee, Wisconsin. Out of the four 
games they played and which were 
included in the tournament, the 
Bearcats won three and only lost 
their last one to Rivier College, a 
team that was undefeated through-
out the tournament.
Although they have been prac-
ticing up to six times a week, this 
was the fi rst time the team actually 
played together – which was both 
exciting and a little intimidating. “I 
think we were all pretty nervous the 
fi rst time we stepped on that court, 
but once that fi rst game started, 
we just shook everything off  and 
we really came together,” recalled 
team Captain Danial Levent. He 
saw the tournament as a chance for 
the team to grow stronger both on 
and off  the court, since it presented 
them with a lot of free time in their 
teammates’ company.
Despite the good results, the 
tournament also helped to put 
things in perspective for Gunther, 
who now realizes what the team 
has to work on. “Our defense is 
lacking,” she noted. “Wisconsin 
showed us that we need to serve 
tougher, dig deeper.”
What the tournament also con-
fi rmed, however, is the ease with 
which the Bearcats will take on 
their CUNY opponents when the 
time comes. Th is year will most 
likely be another competition be-
tween Baruch, Hunter and City 
Colleges, as it has been over the last 
couple of years. Th is season might 
even prove to be easier, as many of 
Baruch’s recruits come from those 
teams.
With that in mind, the Bearcats 
are aiming higher and setting their 
sights on bigger things. Th is year, 
their goal is to reach the North East 
Collegiate Volleyball Association 
championship – and to win it. To 
qualify for the tournament, a team 
only has to be fi rst or second in its 
division, a requirement that should 
not be too hard for Baruch to fulfi ll. 
Once there, Gunther is hoping her 
team will be victorious and proceed 
to the National Final Four. 
“Seeing them play made it more 
real,” she explained of the goal she 
had had in mind even before the 
season had offi  cially begun. “Now 
I know we defi nitely have a shot.” 
Levent agreed, adding that if the 
team continues on the way it has 
started, winning the NECVAs is a 
strong possibility. “Winning the 
NECVA championship would be 
such a huge accomplishment for 
the team, the school, and would 
be the only way that I’d want my 
career at Baruch to be capped off ,” 
he said.
High hopes for season
Th e Pittsburgh Steelers and Th e 
Arizona Cardinals will be playing 
in this year’s Super Bowl, but each 
team took diff erent routes to get 
there.
While both teams won their re-
spective divisions, the Cardinals 
struggled mightily 
in the second half 
of the season, and 
at times appeared 
to be fortunate 
to still be playing 
football. 
Even more 
amazing is that 
of all the teams 
in the National 
Football Conference, the Cardinals 
had to be one of the long shots to 
represent their conference in the 
Super Bowl. 
In fact, they weren’t even sure 
who would be their starting quar-
terback heading into the fi rst week 
of the regular season: Kurt Warner 
or 2006 fi rst-round draft pick and 
“franchise” quarterback Matt Lei-
nart. A division and conference 
championship later, it’s safe to say 
that the Cardinals made the right 
decision.
Th e Steelers meanwhile, were 
arguably the most consistent team 
in the NFL all season cruising to 
a 12-4 record and earning a fi rst-
round bye. 
Th eir fi rst-round bye proved to 
pay huge dividends as their start-
ing quarterback Ben Roethlisberg-
er suff ered a concussion in the fi nal 
game of the season and needed 
two weeks to recuperate.
Th e Cardinals will not stray 
away from their one-dimensional 
passing off ense led by former Su-
per Bowl Most Valuable Player and 
quarterback Kurt Warner. 
As one dimensional as it has 
been, teams have been unsuccess-
ful in their attempts to stop the aer-
ial assault. Th e Philadelphia Eagles 
tried blitzing, the Carolina Panthers 
tried playing zone, and the Atlanta 
Falcons simply didn’t try. Th e re-
sult: the Arizona Cardinals are one 
win away from their fi rst Super 
Bowl title in franchise history.
Leading the way is the danger-
ous wide receiver Larry Fitzgerald 
(23 receptions, 419 yards, 5 touch-
downs) who has already drawn 
comparisons to Jerry Rice for his 
postseason statistics thus far. How 
Steelers cornerback Ike Taylor or 
safety Troy Polamalu plan to limit 
and contain Fitzgerald remains to 
be seen.
Th e Steelers should continue to 
go with their bread and butter. Th at 
is, blitz and get after Warner early 
and often while running “Fast” Wil-
lie Parker on off ense and keeping 
the Cardinals high octane off ense 
on the sidelines. 
Ultimately, I expect Arizona’s 
off ense to resemble that of the 
Oakland Raiders of 2003 or last 
year’s New England Patriots. After 
all, there is a reason behind the 
statement: Defense wins champi-
onships.
Super Bowl XLIII will be broad-
casted on NBC. Kickoff  is sched-
uled for 6:28 p.m. EST. Who will be 
leaving Raymond James Stadium in 
Tampa, FL with a Super Bowl title? 
Will the slipper fi nally be placed on 
the “Cinderella” that is the Arizona 
Cardinals or will “Th e Steel Cur-
tain” hoist their second Lombardi 
trophy in fi ve years?
Prediction: Steelers 35 Cardi-
nals 21
All roads 
lead to 
the Super 
Bowl
No break for these girls
BY SPENCE PACKER
STAFF WRITER
Th e women’s basketball team is having an ex-
ceptional season.  So far, they remain undefeat-
ed in conference play, and have also performed 
well out-of-state.
Just before the new year, the Bearcats trav-
eled to Salem, Mass. to take on Husson Col-
lege followed by Salem State. Th ey had lost two 
games before the break, so the team came out 
hungry. Th ey pounced on their adversaries early 
and came out with a 24-point lead, with a fi nal 
score of 94-70. 
“It was a good fi rst round win,” said Women’s 
Basketball Coach Machli Joseph.  In the follow-
ing round, the Lady Bearcats played home team 
Salem State.  “It was a tough playing environment 
in Salem being the visiting team, but everyone 
contributed, stuck to the game plan and we beat 
them,” said Joseph after they won 75-57.
A week later, the Bearcats went to Grantham, 
Pennsylvania to play Messiah College, a team al-
ways ranked in the nation’s top 20.  Messiah was 
a physical team with size and speed.  Although 
the Bearcats played well, they came up short 
with a 67-81 loss.
“Th e team is starting to learn that with their 
talent level, if they continue to work hard we can 
achieve and our expectations are high,” said Jo-
seph. “We continue to improve.  We don’t expect 
to lose a conference game. Th e history of our 
program has set the goal to keep winning.”
Winning seems to be something that the Lady 
Bearcats are quite good at, having won all six of 
their conference games. Th e success of the team’s 
season so far can be attributed to many factors. 
Captain Kalea Davis has been recognized as one 
of CUNY’s best after being named Conference 
Player of the Week three times and Metro Player 
of the Week. Captain Monique Salmon has been 
handling the ball extremely well and leads the 
ECAC in assists. Karlee Whipple, also a captain, 
has been a strong fi nisher.
“Th e three captains mesh well together; now 
we really need to fi t the fourth, fi fth, and sixth 
piece into the puzzle. I always preach team con-
tribution,” said Joseph.
On Jan. 21 they played Kean University and 
lost by just two points.  Kean was ranked fi rst in 
the country, and is a team with size, depth and 
speed. Joseph said that Kean reminds him of 
Baruch, an exciting team with a similar playing 
style.  Due to the similarity he found it hard to 
come up with a specifi c game plan, but he told 
his girls to play hard and take advantage of play-
ing at home.  Th e squad returned to conference 
play following their game with Kean.
Th e CUNY conference has dramatically im-
proved this year thanks to the quality of athletes 
and coaches. Joseph is expecting it to be a tough 
ride, as other teams are also fi ghting to knock off  
the defending champions. Th e Lady Bearcats’ 
goals this year will be the same as every year: to 
be the number one seed going into the playoff s, 
and then to win the CUNY Athletic Conference. 
In order to accomplish its goals, the team 
practices with great intensity that grows as the 
championship approaches.  Th e players work 
on their skills, plays and conditioning in a fun 
yet driven atmosphere.  Although they are de-
fending their title, the team always remembers 
to have fun. Th e most important factor that has 
contributed to the success of Baruch’s women’s 
basketball team is their togetherness on and off  
the court.  It is that unity that will likely carry the 
Bearcats to new heights through the remainder 
of this season.
THE TICKER ARCHIVES
Men’s volleyball gears up for it’s fi rst match of the season.
WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
Bearcat Prowler
DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER
Coach Machli Joseph encourages his team before they take the court. 
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Men’s Basketball
1/28 - Baruch @ John Jay , 7 p.m.
1/30 - Baruch @ Hunter, 7 p.m.
Men’s Volleyball
1/27 - Baruch @ New Jersey City, 7 p.m.
1/29 - Baruch @ Philadelphia Biblical, 7:30 p.m.
1/30 - Baruch @ Stevenson, 7 p.m.
1/31 - Baruch @ King’s College, 11 a.m.
1/31 - Baruch @ Mt. St. Vincent, 1:30 p.m. 
Women’s Basketball
1/28 - Baruch @ John Jay , 5 p.m.
1/30 - Baruch @ Hunter, 5 p.m.
SCHEDULE
DENIS GOSTEV I THE TICKER
BEARCATS
NO STOPPING THESE 
The Lady Bearcats are 
undefeated in CUNY, 
but challenges lie 
ahead.
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